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Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God to reach beyond our walls and share the Good News, 
bringing Christ to the world, through Prayer, Love and Action. 

 

“Full to the Brim?”  

During this Lenten season, we have journeyed together with the umbrella theme “FULL TO THE BRIM: an expansive Lent.” 

Our weekly themes have included, “Even in the Desert,” “Under God’s Wing,” “You Are Worthy,” “Prodigal Grace,” and “Brazen 

Acts of Beauty.” Looking at these themes during Lent readjust our view of this season from a time of restrictive, inward focus on 

ourselves to an expansive, outward focus on God and God’s people.  

I love the approach that A Sanctified Art took with this theme (otherwise I wouldn’t have used it). I think the title falls a bit 

short of what (I hope) they were trying to say through their material. Too many American Christians are happy with being full to 

the brim. Once they are full – like the farmer who builds bigger barns in Jesus’ parable (Luke 12:13-21) – they can sit back and 

just enjoy life. I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to just be full to the brim. If I’m full to the brim, that means I have no 

more space for God’s grace, mercy, and blessings. I long to be overflowing with all that God has to provide. I also don’t want to 

be wasteful of what I do receive. Which means if I want to be overflowing with God, I need to share my abundance with others. 

The Celebration Committee has come up with a theme for celebrations that will take place from May through August: Serving 

Our Neighbors by Sharing Our Blessings.
*
 It’s a statement that doesn’t have us happy to just be blessed by God. It calls us to 

action by serving and sharing. It doesn’t matter if you are 9 or 90, always on the go or stuck at home. Each of us – when we 

recognize that we are not just full but overflowing with the gifts of God – should be eager to serve our neighbors and share our 

blessings. It won’t be the same for each person, and that’s OK. If there is a way that you want to serve and share that isn’t being 

done already, just let me or the Celebration Committee know. 

As we move through Holy Week and the Easter season, I encourage you – my siblings in Christ – to actively practice the 

prodigal grace that God has shared with you with those who are in need. 

“Let us not love with words or speech, but with actions and in truth.” – 1 John 3:18 

“Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” – Romans 12:13 

-Darryl Thompson Powell, pastor  

 
*
Read more about what the Celebration Committee is planning elsewhere in this newsletter. And keep checking for updates! 

Church Council Minutes March 14, 2022 
 

Beth read the mission statement and read Genesis 1:26. The reading was about creation and man ruling over the living things on 
earth.  Beth prayed that we need guidance to open our eyes as Earth Day approaches so we can be better stewards of all living 
things and our planet.  
 

Pastor’s Devotion was based on 1st Corinthians verse 13.  The theme was “I Love You, Jesus”.  The scripture lists the importance 
of Faith, Hope and Love and the greatest of these is LOVE.  Love is shown in many different ways and it is the badge of our faith. 
 

Pastor asked: “What does love mean for you as you serve at RLC?”  The pop-up answers included:  caring, helping, attending 
worship, accepting people where they are, understanding differences in people, giving of our time and talents (without grumbling), 
donations, and listening.  
 

The highlights of the business portion include: 
The Synod Assembly is going to be a one-day event on Saturday June 4th.  No other details are available at this time.  Wayne 
expressed an interest in attending.  We still need a non-council member to volunteer to attend.  Please contact Lauren or Pastor if 
you are interested in being the RLC delegate. 
 

What can we do to make the newsletter more enjoyable?  Some ideas include:  adding birthdays, snips about the history of 
hymns, RLC or general interest trivia.  All members are invited to submit a story for the monthly newsletter. 
 



God’s Work Our Hands is scheduled for September 11th – All members are invited to share ideas of what the congregation can 
do to honor this special day. 
 

Wayne is in the process of changing all the lights in the existing fixtures to LED bulbs (which were donated).  The LED lights will 
provide a 30% savings in energy costs. 
 

Celebration Committee 
 

Serving Our Neighbors by Sharing Our Blessings 
 

We are having so much fun making plans to celebrate Food 4 Life and the Clothing Closet! It’s truly amazing how God is guiding 
us to do great things. This summer promises to be a Summer of Celebrating and we look forward to sharing that with everyone. 
We’ll be kicking things off with a food drive in May. In June, there are plans to host an Open House, in July a BBQ in the parking 
lot, and (we hope) a movie night in August, also in the parking lot. So many blessings! So much to share!  
 

Let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 1 John 3:18 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Did you know April 22nd is Earth Day? 
 

I know RECYCLE is the famous buzz word but I challenge everyone to think about REDUCE first.  The more products 

we buy means the more products that have to be trucked across our country to the stores.  Use less disposable 

plastic and styrofoam items.  Use cloth towels and napkins instead of paper towels in your home.  Buy the economy 

size of products when possible.  Don’t buy cheap clothing that doesn’t hold up to laundering.  Use your car less … 

resist unnecessary running around.  Look into purchasing laundry sheets at www.earthbreeze.com instead of bulky 

plastic detergent bottles. 
 

Let’s all work towards reducing our carbon footprint so we can leave a better world for future generations. 
 

Beth Silenzi 

 

 
 

Share the Gift 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response of the ELCA is accompanying companion churches and ecumenical partners as they respond to the 
crisis in Ukraine and Eastern Europe.  Partners are providing refugees with immediate support and supplies such as food, 
blankets, water and hygiene kits.  Care for people also includes pastoral and psychological support to address the trauma they’re 
endured.  Donations will be used entirely (100%) to provide support for people impacted by conflict in the region.  If you would like 
to donate towards this cause, Share the Gift will match the first $1,000 received.  Donations will be collected over the next several 
weeks.  Mark your donations Ukraine. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Music Moment 

Our music director will share the origins of favorite hymns. 
 

"Were You There?" 
African American Spiritual 

 

For the first post of this new section, I wanted to share the history of a Palm Sunday/Good Friday hymn: "Were You There?" It's one we 
sing every year.  The author or authors of "Were You There" are anonymous, as the song was handed down to our tradition orally by 
enslaved African Americans.  It was first published in a collection in 1899 of "Old Plantation Hymns" and in 1940 was included in an 
Episcopal Church hymnal, making it the first spiritual ever to be included.  As with many spirituals, the language is coded, expressing 
the agony of slavery which enslaved people were not allowed to express openly.  For example, the verse "Were you there when they 

nailed him to the tree?" refers to the horrible lynching’s of black people during slavery and throughout the ante-bellum South.  The 
anonymous authors intuitively identified their acute suffering with the torture of Christ on the cross.  The hymn has been recorded by 
Paul Robeson, Johnny Cash, Harry Belafonte and many others. It was also one of Mahatma Gandhi’s favorite hymns. 

 

 

 



Outreach Food4Life 

Food Pantry/Clothing Closet News 

 
In February the Food Pantry served 54 families consisting of 104 adults and 30 children.    
 
We are forever grateful to those who donate food and toiletries each week.  A big thank you to Barb and Alan Miralgio and Joyce 
DeWinter who donate items every week that are listed in the bulletin each week.           
 
The Outreach Committee is asking the members of Resurrection to participate in a “Cereal Sunday Drive” to replenish our cereal 
stock.  Each Sunday in April, we would appreciate it if all would bring a box of cereal to worship or drop it off at church.  We will 
feature a different food item each month.  May will be a jar of pasta sauce.  Everyone’s help in keeping our food pantry stocked 
would be appreciated.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Financial Summary 

February 2022 
 

February      Year to Date 
Income:                        $8,242.69     $13,840.35 
Expenses:                  ($13,754.42)  ($25,920.94) 
Income Shortfall:      ($5,511.73)     ($12,080.59) 
Loss on Investments: ($5,253.18)    ($17,441.43) 
Total Shortfall:         ($10,764.91)   ($29,522.02) 

February results show more losses in our investments and envelope income and expenses on budget for the year.  Our 

cash position as of 2/28/22 is $329,879.08 in total cash assets, spread across our investment, Money Market, Operating 
Accounts and other investments. So far this year the stock market has been down and our investments are not helping to 
offset our shortfalls. If this trend continues, we could have a huge shortfall this year. God Bless. Be Healthy and Safe. 

Wayne Molley, Treasurer    

April Church Calendar                                 
April 11                Council Meeting                    6:00 pm       
April 19                Celebration Committee       7:00 pm  
April 24                Coffee Hour                       11:00 am      

Mondays             Food Pantry/Clothing Closet  12:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Wednesdays       Bible Study                          2:00 pm  

                            Choir Rehearsal                  7:30 pm 
                        _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 ‘Friend’ us or ‘Like’ us at Resurrection Lutheran Church.  
 

 

In an Emergency 
If you have an emergency outside office hours, you may reach Pastor Darryl at 847-616-0537. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

Wednesday Lenten Services 
1:00 pm (in-person, Facebook, YouTube) 

and 7:00 pm (Facebook, YouTube). 
Palm Sunday April 10 

9:30 am (in-person, Facebook, YouTube) 
Maundy Thursday April 14 

1:00 pm & 7:00 pm  
(in-person, Facebook, YouTube) 

Good Friday April 15 
1:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 (in-person, Facebook, YouTube) 
Easter Vigil Saturday April 16 

7:00 pm (in-person, Facebook, YouTube) 
Easter Sunday April 17 

9:30 am (in-person, Facebook, YouTube) 
 


