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Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God to reach beyond our walls and share the Good News, 
bringing Christ to the world, through Prayer, Love and Action. 

 
It’s fall, which means that most churches are beginning their stewardship campaigns. That’s the absolutely wrong way to think about 

stewardship. Limiting stewardship to a season makes it all about the budget and not about stewardship. I don’t want you thinking about your 
giving in terms of how it fits into the budget. I want you to think about it as a lifestyle. To change that focus, I want you to ask yourself this 
question: Are you living like a bucket or a pipe? I know; this sounds like an odd metaphorical question. It isn’t when you consider the purpose 
of each. A bucket is designed to hold things (liquids, dirt, etc.). A pipe is designed to convey things through it (water, gas, etc.). The bucket 
holds what it receives, while the pipe passes on what it receives. So I want you to ponder with regards to the material possessions that God has 
entrusted to you, if you are living like a bucket or a pipe. Think about if you are holding on or passing on. This month I want to talk about The 

Way of the Bucket. 
We easily live like a bucket when we ignore the ultimate end of all buckets. There used to be bumper stickers that read “The one who 

dies with the most toys wins.” That’s the world’s view of life and possessions. The sad tragedy is that the one who dies with the most toys still 
dies, and then someone else will get to play with all those toys. 

David reminds us in Psalm 49:16-17, “So don’t be impressed with those who get rich and pile up fame and fortune [i.e., fill their bucket]. 

They can’t take it with them; fame and fortune all get left behind.” In Luke 12:20-21, God condemns the rich farmer for this very thing. What 
we keep in our bucket will eventually leak out, be stolen, taxed, evaporate, or spilled out when we “kick the bucket.” This shows the folly of 
living life like a bucket. 

We easily live like a bucket when we bestow on ourselves “Most Important Person” status. When we need to become the center of 
attention, we’ll find ourselves living like a bucket. Jesus sternly warns us about the narcissistic attitude that declares us the center of the 
universe. Again, the parable of the rich farmer is the classic example. The farmer was successful and had more than his current “bucket” could 
hold. He chose to replace his smaller bucket with a larger bucket to hold all the new stuff he had accumulated. Jesus nails the selfishness of the 
farmer in Luke 12:15: “Take care! Protect yourself against the least bit of greed. Life is not defined by what you have, even when you have a 

lot.” 
We easily live like a bucket when we embrace the belief that filling our bucket is the way to real happiness. John D. Rockefeller 

admitted, “I have made many millions, but they have brought me no happiness.” When Henry Ford was a multi-millionaire, he said, “I was 

happier doing a mechanic’s job.” Still, we believe the lie that “happy is the one whose bucket is full.” The writer of Ecclesiastes 2:11 agonized 
about the futility of his riches: “Then I took a good look at everything I’d done, looked at all the sweat and hard work. But when I looked, I saw 

nothing but smoke. Smoke and spitting into the wind. There was nothing to any of it. Nothing.” That’s the way of the bucket. Next month we’ll 
look at The Way of the Pipe. 

-Darryl Thompson Powell, Pastor 

 

Summary of October Council Meeting 

Bible Verses on Justice:  Ephesians 5:21, Isaiah 1:17 and Micah 6:8  

 

Pastor led us in a devotion about justice.  We watched 2 videos from “Our Daily Bread”.  Video #1 about going way back in 

history and how social divisions were created that still exist today.  Jesus brings the polarized groups together.  We are one new 

family in Jesus Christ.  Comments included:  we cannot take responsibility for the past, we need to do better in order to move 

forward, we need to acknowledge the past, we need to figure out how we can make it better.  Video #2 is the story of a father 

and son watching an NFL game and two VERY similar plays where the visiting team was penalized and the home team was not 

penalized.  The audience applauded “both” plays even though it was obvious that the home team should have been penalized 

also.  The young boy said to his dad:  our team should have been penalized too.  Romans 12:19 says we want grace for ourselves 

and justice for our enemy.  Pastor mentioned his sermon Sunday where he said without Justice, we cannot have peace. 

 

Congregation Revitalization – Pastor CeCee joined us via ZOOM.  She was very pleased with how the planning meetings included 

members and non-members and the energy of the group.  She asked for a review of the BBQ and Open House.  The group 

shared how exciting it was to meet the neighbors.  What surprised the group?  The amount of people who came and wanted to 

see our facility as well as enjoy the food.  There was a real sense of fellowship during the event and they didn’t want it to end.  



Pastor CeCee said it is time to shift from the celebration and focus on “who we are and where are we going”.  She mentioned 

that ministry should be enjoyable and not stressful.  Pastor CeCee gave us two homework assignments that we should work on 

with our members and community.  Once the homework is completed, she will come to RLC to meet with us to continue the 

“Eye on Mission” workshop.  Item #1:  In 10 words or less describe “who RLC is”.  Item #2:  What does 2023 look like? List the 

top 3 priorities for our ministry in the 2023.  Some of the items she suggested were:  touch 100 new neighbors, do the BBQ and 

Open House again, ask the community what they need, look for other ministry partners, grow the congregation, and increase 

donations.  The council members should be ready to discuss these assignments at the November meeting.  

 

Anti-Racism Video and Discussion – "Cracking the Codes:  Joy DeGruy, A Trip to the Grocery Store''.  The YouTube video featured 

Ms. DeGruy, a black woman, and how she and her sister-in-law, who is half white and half black (and easily passes as white), 

were treated very differently while checking out at the grocery store.  White privilege is a very real thing.  She wondered if the 

situation would have turned out differently if she had spoken up for herself instead of her sister-in-law and other white people 

who saw it stepping in and advocating for her.   Discussion about the video centered around how outrageous and unfair the 

incident was, but not surprising.   The question was posed:  If you saw this happen, would you say anything?  Some said yes, they 

would speak up, but there was also worry about the possibility of violence.  Pastor ended the discussion by rereading Micah 6:8 

and God's call to "act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God." 

 

 

Assisting Linda in the office– Tuesdays and Thursdays seem to be the busiest days.  She needs volunteers to help move donated 

items which are often bulky and heavy.   

 

Submitted by Beth Silenzi,  

Church Council Secretary 

______________________________________ 

 

Outreach Food4Life 

Food Pantry/Clothing Closet News 

 
 

 
In September the Food Pantry served 81 families consisting of 153 adults and 80 children. 
We had 10 new guests this month. Our guest list continues to grow each week.           
 
We are forever grateful to those who donate food and toiletries each week.                                 
 
Our special item Sunday has been very successful and we thank our members for their generosity.   We have started soup 
Sunday.   Everyone’s help in keeping our food pantry stocked is greatly appreciated.   Due to the increase in the number of 
guests, it is getting harder to keep the shelves stocked. 
 
We are so fortunate to have a wonderful and dedicated team of volunteers to make Mondays at the Food Pantry work.  Our team 
worked a total of 114 hours.We are planning our partnership with The Unity in Community again to provide Thanksgiving food 
baskets for our guests.  

 

 
 



 

Financial Summary 

September 2022 
 

 September    Year to Date 
Income:                        $4,445.07     $54,594.15 
Expenses:                  ($13,865.93)  (113,197.88) 
Income Shortfall:        ($9,420.86)  ($58,603.73) 
Loss on Investments:($15,398.28)  ($58,497.50) 
Total Shortfall:         ($24,819.14) ($117,101.23) 

 

September results show another loss in our investments. Envelope income and expenses are on budget for the year.  Our 

cash position as of 9/30/22 is $235,984.80 in total cash assets, spread across our investment, Money Market, Operating 
Accounts and other investments. So far this year the stock market is still down and not showing signs of a fast recovery. Our 
investments are not helping to offset our shortfalls and as this trend continues, we are going to have a huge shortfall this 
year. Our Income shortfall year to date is concerning.   
 

God Bless. Be Healthy and Safe. 
Wayne Molley, Treasurer 
 
 

    
 

Church Calendar  
November 9        Finance Meeting                  6:00 pm      November 14      Council Meeting                   6:00 pm  
November 21      Outreach Meeting                4:30 pm  
November 27      Coffee Hour                        11:00 pm 

Mondays             Food Pantry/Clothing Closet       

                                                     12:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Wednesdays       Midweek Worship Service   1:00 pm 

                            Bible Study                          2:00 pm  

                            Choir Rehearsal                  7:00 pm  

Thursdays           Al-Anon Meetings                7:30 pm                                _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 ‘Friend’ us or ‘Like’ us at Resurrection Lutheran Church.  
 

 

In an Emergency 
If you have an emergency outside office hours, you may reach Pastor Darryl at 847-616-0537. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

   

All SaintAll SaintAll SaintAll Saints’ s’ s’ s’ SundaySundaySundaySunday  

All Saints Sunday is a time to remember loved ones who have passed away during the past year. On Sunday 

November 6, the following members of Resurrection will be remembered and included in our prayers:  
 

                            
Ron Ziemer 11/5/2020 

 


