Resurrection Lutheran Church
9777 Grand Avenue
Franklin Park, IL 60131
Phone: 847-455-7013
E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action.

Sunday, December 25, 2022—9:30 AM
Christmas Day
Holy Communion

All guests are welcome at the table of the Lord to receive communion if they have been
baptized and believe Christ is present in the Sacrament. Please fill out a pew card and
give to the usher when coming forward for communion.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world,
shining forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God
becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. Embold-
ened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph,
and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have indeed seen
and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us
adore!

PRELUDE “What Child Is This? arrangement by Henrietta Atkin
WELCOME
CENTERING TIME

3 minutes of silence to center our hearts for worship.
Our time will conclude after the centering music.

CENTERING MUSIC “Good Christian Men Rejoice”
arrangement by David Winkler
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

On a day like today we may want to skip the prayer of confession because today is
a day for joy. Why should we pause to think and talk about the ways we as humans
mess things up? I get that argument. However, I also believe that the joy of this day
is even more joyful when we are honest about who we are. We humans tend to be
messy, scattered, and full of doubt at times. Knowing that Jesus was born in a
manger for us, and that Jesus loves and forgives us, is even better news.

So let us confess together to God, knowing that the honest truth of our lives only
makes this good news better. Let us pray:

Holy God, too often we feel as if change is hopeless. The problems of this world
Feel too big, the path forward is unclear, and we are not confident that we can truly
make a difference. We give up hope.

Together we pray:

C

P

Forgive us for extinguishing hope.

Holy God, too often we believe that peace is a thing of fairy tales. Our spirits are
anxious. Our bodies are weary. Our world is fractured. Instead of praying for
peace—both in ourselves and in our society—we assume that peace is no longer
on the table. We give it up.

Together we pray:

C
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Forgive us for extinguishing peace.

Holy God, too often we paint joy as naive—a luxury reserved for children and pets.
We forget that you ate with friends, that you went to weddings, that you laughed
and rested and hiked mountains. We forget that you knew joy, and that you want
joy for us in this fractured world. Forgive us for turning away from your light.

Together we pray:
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Forgive us for extinguishing joy.

Holy God, too often we treat love like a vending machine. We put some coins in
and assume that we’ll get something back. However, in our wiser moments, we
know that love is not meant for keeping score. Love is meant to overflow, to spill
out to our neighbors, to transform our world. Forgive us for holding love so
tightly.

Together we pray:

C

Forgive us for extinguishing love.



P Family of faith, sin separates us from things like hope, peace, and joy. Sin wiggles its
way between us and love, both love of neighbor and love of self.
Fortunately for us, God had something else in mind. God sent God’s only son to this
world so that we could see another way. So friends, hear and believe the good news
of the gospel: no matter how many times we turn our back on hope, or extinguish
peace, or snuff out joy—no matter how many times we let love burn out—God
continues to light our way.

We are forgiven. We are seen. We are loved.
The good news of this day—the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love of this day—
exists for you.

C Thanks be to God! Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

SHARING OF PEACE

SONG “’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” arrangement by Henrietta Atkin

CALL TO WORSHIP
I have good news!
I have good news!
Christ is born!
Christ is born!

Joy is alive!

Joy is alive!

God is here.

God is here.
(Repeat 3x)

Thanks be to God.
Thanks be to God.
Amen.

Amen.



OPENING HYMN ELW #283

O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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O come. let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE Page 185
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P
C

Let us pray:

God of manger straw and swaddle cloth, God of silent nights and joyfully-
chaotic mornings, we long to know you. The hustle and bustle of this time of
year can be more than distracting, so for a moment, we pray, still our busy
hearts. Quiet our minds. Help us to sink deeply into this day. Help us to pause
here, to linger here as we hear your good news spoken over us. God, we long to
know you, so speak to us now. With grateful hearts, we pray. With grateful

hearts, we listen. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:6-12

The prophet invites the people to give God no rest until God reestablishes Jerusalem. In
turn, they will receive names full of promise: The Holy People, The Redeemed of

the Lord, A City Not Forsaken.

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem,
I have posted sentinels;
all day and all night
they shall never be silent.
You who remind the LORD,
take no rest,
’and give him no rest
until he establishes Jerusalem

and makes it renowned throughout the earth.

The LoRrp has sworn by his right hand
and by his mighty arm:

I will not again give your grain
to be food for your enemies,

and foreigners shall not drink the wine
for which you have labored,

’but those who garner it shall eat it
and praise the LORD,

and those who gather it shall drink it
in my holy courts.

%Go through, go through the gates,
prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway,
clear it of stones,
lift up an ensign over the peoples.



"The Lorp has proclaimed
to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion,
“See, your salvation comes;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.”
They shall be called, “The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the LOorRD;
and you shall be called, “Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 97 (read responsively)

'The Lorb reigns; let the ! earth rejoice;
let the multitude of the | isles be glad.
’Clouds and darkness sur- ' round the LoRb,
righteousness and justice are the foundations ' of God’s throne.
3Fire goes be- | fore the LORD,
burning up enemies on ' every side.
*Lightnings light ' up the world;
the earth | sees and trembles.
>The mountains ' melt like wax
before the Lord of ' all the earth.
The heavens declare your righteous- ! ness, O LORD,
and all the peoples ' see your glory. R
’Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight ' in false gods!
Bow down before the Lorp, 'all you gods.
$Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Ju- ' dah rejoice,
because of your judg- ' ments, O Lorb.
For you are the LORD, most high over "all the earth;
you are exalted far a- | bove all gods.
%Y ou who love the | Lorbp, hate evil!
God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand ' of the
wicked.
"Light dawns | for the righteous,
and joy for the hon- ! est of heart.
”Rejoice in the | LorD, you righteous,
and give thanks to God’s | holy name.



SECOND READING: Titus 3:4-7
God saves us not because of what we do. Rather, God is a God of mercy and salvation
who graciously cleanses us in baptism and renews our lives through the Holy Spirit.

*When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, “he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy,
through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. °This Spirit he poured out
on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, “so that, having been justified by his grace,
we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20
The world’s deep night is shattered by the light of God’s new day. The glory of God is
revealed to poor shepherds, who share the good news with others.

P The holy gospel according to Luke.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

['In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
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of Syria. *All went to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. *He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. “While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.]

*In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. *Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. '’But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ''to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. '*This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a man-
ger.” ®And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one an-
other, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us.” '°So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger. '"When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child; *and all who heard it were amazed at what the shep-
herds told them. ""But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. *°The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #282

[t Came upon the Midnight Clear

It came wup-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
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2 Sull through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be - neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,

4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav'n’s all - gra - cious King.”

A - bove its sad and low -ly plains they bend on hov-'ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
when peace shallo - ver all the carth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay t0  hear the an - gels  sing.
and ev - er o'er its ba - bel sounds the bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.

AFIRMATION OF FAITH

aATATATATATATAT

Like Joseph,

we believe in doing the right thing.
Like Mary,

we believe in cherishing good news.
Like the angels,

we believe in singing God’s praise.
Like the shepherds,

we believe that God’s presence in our life is something worth talking about.
Like generations before,

we believe that God is with us.

Like the generations to come,

we believe that God is with us.

God is here. God is love.

We believe. Thanks be to God!
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s
coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole
human family.

A brief silence. Each petition ends:

P God of grace,
hear our prayer.

for whom we pray to the mercy of God.

C
P Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all
C Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN “We Are an Offering” ELW #692

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,

we lift our lives up to you:

we are an offering.

Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands,
Lord use our lives, they are yours:

we are an offering

All that we have, all that we are,
all that we hope to be,
we give to you, we give to you.

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,
we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering, we are an offering.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray.

C Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the
poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts,
let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and
heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #267
Joy to the World
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found. far as, far  as the curse is found.
love, and  won - ders, won - ders of his love.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C Welift them up to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C [Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 190
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available.

LAMB OF GOD Page 191
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COMMUNION MUSIC “Stll, Sull, Stll”
“0O Come, Little Children”
Arrangements by Robert Powell

ELW #269

Once in Royal David’s City
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I Oncein roy-al Da - vid's cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is Godand Lord of all,
3 And our cyes at last shall see him.through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his  shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a  stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav'na - bove;
we shall see him; but  in  heav - en, set at God's right hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus  Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil - dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round. bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
TABLE BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray.

C Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we
have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be
your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

P Now, receive this benediction: From generation to generation, God keeps drawing
near. From generation to generation, a light has shone in troubling times. From
generation to generation, God’s love has moved through the world like our connec-
tion moved through this room. So may we celebrate that. May we rest in the joy of
this day, and may we allow it to change us. Merry Christmas!

C Merry Christmas! Amen!

SENDING MUSIC ‘I Saw Three Ships” arrangement by Robert Powell

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. God is with you every step of the way.
C Thanks be to God.

Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell
Director of Music: Henrietta Atkin
Oboist: Wayne Ryerson

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Many of the prayer used in todays service are by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC
| sanctifiedart.org.”
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE
9:30 am Worship, Holy Communion

THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION

Monday, December 26
12:00 pm  Food Pantry & Clothing Closet

Tuesday, December 27

Wednesday, December 28
1:00 pm  Midday Service
2:00 pm  Bible Study
7:00 pm  Evening Service

Thursday, December 29
7:30 pm  Al-Anon Meeting

Friday, December 30
Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath

Saturday, December 31

Sunday, January 1
9:30 am  Worship, Holy Communion

Online services are available via Facebook (www.facebook.com/rlcfp/live), YouTube
(www.youtube.com/rlcfp or search for “Resurrection Lutheran Franklin Park
YouTube”) and Twitch.

Bible Study can be accessed via Zoom online (bit.ly/rlcfp-zoom) or by phone (312-626-

6799 Meeting ID: 230 167 8868, Password: 9777). You can also watch without partici-
pating on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rlcfp).
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We are starting “soup Sunday” for the next few weeks. We are
also in need of tuna, canned pasta, rice, and pasta sauce but all
donations are very much appreciated. Thank you!

Share the Gift

The Franklin Park American Legion Post 974 family is again host-
ing the Stand Down, a program to support Veterans in need. It will be
held on Sunday, January 22, 2023, at the Legion Hall at 9757 Pacific
Ave., Franklin Park, Illinois. They will provide a hot meal, toiletries,
and blankets, as well as a chance to speak with Veteran Service Or-
ganizations and other groups, about VA benefits, housing, transporta-
tion, and other services. If this is a cause you would like to support, we are accepting
cash donations through Sunday December 25™ and Share the Gift will match those do-
nations up to the first $1,000 received.

%Mé Thank you to everyone that contributed to the Lutheran Social

Services of Illinois family Christmas program. Between the
7/ /7 donation from Outreach and members donations we were able to

send $781.50!

PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Barb Z, Dolores B, Janet G, Irwin K, Marvin K, Dave N,
and Donna T.

FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: RoiAnne and her daughter, Cindy,
Woody H, Billie O, Rocio, Marilyn V, Walter M, John M, Mike I, Sharon V, Gary V,
Warren, Marina, Luisa, Nathan, Ruth, Cyndy W, John B, Feodore, Atour, Billy G, Joyce
S, Judy K. Sue Koevenig’s nephew Kevin, and niece Alison V, Terry, Stan and Darlene
M, Sue Flanagan’s son Robert, housekeeping staff at hospitals and nursing homes, the
homeless, Karen Shumaker’s brother Curtis and cousin Joan, Lynn, Elaine R, Lamone
C, Russ Sprenger’s daughter Kimberly S, Linda B and Janet Grace’s son-in-law Scott B.

THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah Gross, Edward Scharlow, Mike
Brimie, Robert Dilks, and Mike Ignoffo.
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