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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Serving Our Neighbors by Sharing Our Blessings 
 

Sunday, October 8, 2023—9:30 AM 

 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
 

 Holy Communion 
 
 

All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of 
Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also 
speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of 
sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so 
that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 
 
WELCOME 
 
 

CENTERING TIME  
2 minutes of silence to center our hearts for worship. 
Our time will conclude after the centering music. 
 
 

CENTERING MUSIC                                                 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS           
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
 
P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
        endures forever.  
C   Amen. 
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P     God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us  
      from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
      may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus  
      Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C   Amen.  
 
P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Time of silence and self-examination 
 
P    Gracious God,  
C    have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given  
      ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In  
      your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have      
      done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold 
      us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through  
      Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
P    God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us  
      alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus  
      Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through  
      the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
C   Amen. 
 
 

PEACE 
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 
 

SHARING OF PEACE      
 
 

STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART 
 
 

OPENING HYMN                             Gather Us In                                     ELW #532 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
      Spirit be with you all.       
C   And also with you.      
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                               Page 167 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Refrain 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

Refrain 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P    Let us pray.  
C   Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspira- 
      tion of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful  
      guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
      Amen. 
 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7             
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and 
Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving  
care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and dis- 
tress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.  
 
  1Let me sing for my beloved 
  my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard 
  on a very fertile hill. 
 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
  and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, 
  but it yielded wild grapes. 
 

 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me 
  and my vineyard. 
 4What more was there to do for my vineyard 
  that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
  why did it yield wild grapes? 
 

 5And now I will tell you 
  what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, 
  and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, 
  and it shall be trampled down. 
 6I will make it a waste; 
  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
   and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
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 I will also command the clouds 
  that they rain no rain upon it. 
 

 7For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
  are his pleasant planting; 
 he expected justice, 
  but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness,  
       but I heard a cry! 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 80:7-15   (read responsively)   
 

   7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 8You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 
  you cast out the nations and | planted it. 
 9You cleared the | ground for it; 
  it took root and | filled the land. 
 10The mountains were covered | by its shadow 
  and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs.  
 11You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 
  and its branches | to the river. 
 12Why have you broken | down its wall, 
  so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 
 13The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 
  and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 
 14Turn now, O | God of hosts, 
  look | down from heaven; 
 15behold and | tend this vine; 
  preserve what your right | hand has planted.   
 
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14  
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in 
comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The 
power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eter-
nal life with Christ.    
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[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benja- 
min, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the  
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More 
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ  
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as  
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness  
of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the right- 
eousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his  
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if  
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on  
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not  
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind  
and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the  
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  
 
L    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                              Page 171 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46    
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that 
their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.  
 
P The holy gospel according to Matthew 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
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 [Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. 
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had 
come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized 
his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other 
slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his 
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inher-
itance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said 
to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to oth-
er tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will 
be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 
was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, be-
cause they regarded him as a prophet.  
 
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON                                                                  Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                  ELW #681                                     
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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       was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead.*    
On the third day he rose again;   
       he ascended into heaven,  
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—Trusting in the transformative power of God’s  
loving Spirit, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.    
 
A brief silence. Each petition ends: 

P       God of grace,    
C     hear our prayer.      
 
P     Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
C    Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING & OFFERTORY SONG          “We Are an Offering”          ELW #692 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,  
we are an offering.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to  
       the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus  
       Christ, our Savior. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                    Page 173        
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father in heaven,  
         hallowed be your name,  
         your kingdom come,  
         your will be done,  
                 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
        as we forgive those  
                who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
         and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
        and the glory are yours,  
        now and forever. Amen.  
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                                                Page 174  
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 TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C   Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus,  
      the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather  
      the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In  
      Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING 
P   The God of glory, 

+ Jesus Christ, name above all names, 
and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. 

C     Amen. 
 
 

SENDING MUSIC                            
 
 

STATING OUR MISSION 
P   Resurrection, what is our mission? 
C  Serving Our Neighbors by Sharing Our Blessings! 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell 
Director of Music: Henrietta Atkin  
Oboist: Wayne Ryerson 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
          9:30 am     Worship, Holy Communion  
                              5th Anniversary in new building!  
 
 
THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 

 
Monday, October 9 
        12:00 pm      Food Pantry & Clothing Closet 
 
Tuesday, October 10  
           
Wednesday, October 11 
          1:00 pm       Midweek Service 
          2:00 pm        Bible Study 
          6:00 pm       Choir Rehearsal 
          7:30 pm        Evening Service 

 
 Thursday, October 12      
          7:30 pm       Al-Anon Meeting 

 
Friday, October 13  
          Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath  

 
Saturday, October 14 
        
Sunday, October 15 
          9:30 am          Worship, Holy Communion  
          
 
       
Online services are available via Facebook (www.facebook.com/rlcfp/live), YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/rlcfp or search for “Resurrection Lutheran Franklin Park 
YouTube”) and Twitch. 
 
Bible Study can be accessed via Zoom online (bit.ly/rlcfp-zoom) or by phone (312-626-

6799 Meeting ID: 230 167 8868, Password: 9777). You can also watch without partici-
pating on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rlcfp). 
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   The flowers today are from Virginia Schultz in memory of her  
   daughter Janet Ptaszynski. 
 
 
 

       
   We are now doing “(canned) Soup-er Sundays!”  
   Any and all donations are always very much appreciated. Thank you! 
 
     
 

 

Our Liturgical Art 
On Sunday, October 15, following worship, we will have a special guest with us. Rev. 
James Wetzstein is the University Pastor at the Chapel of the Resurrection at Valparaiso 
University in Valparaiso, Indiana. Rev. Wetzstein is researching the work of famed  
liturgical artist, Ernst Schwidder, who was a Professor of Art at Valparaiso. Rev.  
Wetzstein hopes to talk to our members about their impressions and feelings about the 
art Professor Schwidder designed for Resurrection which are the pulpit, altar, and the 
statue of Jesus. Please join us and share with Rev. Wetzstein your thoughts. Coffee and 
cookies will be served.  

 
 

Fifth Anniversary 
 

That’s right!  October 7th is the 5th Anniversary of our first Worship Service in the 9777 
Grand Avenue building.  Bishop Wayne Miller joined us in Worship and gave the first 
sermon here.  That service was the kickoff of our 75th year as a congregation.  On 
Sunday, October 8th, 2023, we will celebrate this milestone and the beginning of our 
ministry in this building at our regularly scheduled service.  See you there!  
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PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Virginia S, June K and family, Dolores B, Janet G, Irwin K, 
Marvin K, and Donna T.  

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Lori, Michelle S., Ayla, Ryan & 
Samantha, Joe, Curtis, Allen, Pastor Tim,  Nancy, Susan, Victor, Richard, Sarah, Rocio,  
John M, Mike I, Sharon V, Gary V, Marina, Luisa, Nathan, Cyndy W, John B, Feodore, 
Atour, Billy G, Joyce S, Judy K, Kevin, Lynn, Stan and Darlene M, housekeeping staff 
at hospitals and nursing homes, the homeless, Elaine R, Lamone C, Linda B and Scott 
B.    
 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah G and Mike B.   
 
 
 


