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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the  
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action. 

 
 

Sunday, September 10, 2023—9:30 AM 

 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
 

 Holy Communion 
 
 
 

All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel 
are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel 
tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the 
fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among 
us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
CENTERING TIME  
3 minutes of silence to center our hearts for worship. 
Our time will conclude after the centering music. 
 
 
CENTERING MUSIC             
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS           
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
 
P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
        endures forever.  
C   Amen. 
 
P     God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us  
      from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
      may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus  
      Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C   Amen.  
 
P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Time of silence and self-examination 
 
P    Gracious God,  
C    have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given  
      ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In  
      your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have      
      done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold 
      us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through  
      Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
P    God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us  
      alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus  
      Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through  
      the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
C   Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 
 
SHARING OF PEACE      
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OPENING HYMN                                                                                         ELW #522 
 

 
 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
      Spirit be with you all.       
C   And also with you.      
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                         Page 167 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Refrain 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

Refrain 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P    Let us pray.  
C   O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.  
      Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is  
      harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus  
      Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.   

 
FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 33:7-11               
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a  
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked,  
“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn  
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at  
your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn  
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 

 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions 
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we  
live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the  
wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from  
your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?  
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40 (read responsively)   
 

     33Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it | to the end. 
 34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 35Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 
  for that is | my desire. 
 36Incline my heart to | your decrees 
  and not to | unjust gain.  
 37Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
  give me life | in your way. 
 38Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
  which is for | those who fear you. 
 39Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
  because your judg- | ments are good. 
 40Behold, I long for | your commandments; 
  by your righteousness en- | liven me.   
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SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14     
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of  
the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in 
light of the future God has in store for us.  
 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has  
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not  
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are  
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a  
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake  
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night 
is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the  
armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not  
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the  
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
 
P    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                              Page 171 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20       
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a 
whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against 
another.  
 
P The holy gospel according to Matthew 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
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[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have 
regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, 
so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the 
member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen 
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell 
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or 
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                                                                  Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell                     
                                                                     
HYMN OF THE DAY          “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”         ELW #603 
                                       To be sung to the tune of “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” 
 
1 God, when human bonds are broken 

and we lack the love or skill 
to restore the hope of healing, 
give us grace and make us still. 

 

2 Through that stillness, with your Spirit 
come into our world of stress, 
for the sake of Christ forgiving 
all the failures we confess.  

 

3 You in us are bruised and broken: 
hear us as we seek release 
from the pain of earlier living; 
set us free and grant us peace. 

 

4 Send us, God of new beginnings, 
humbly hopeful into life. 
Use us as a means of blessing: 
make us stronger, give us faith. 

 

5 Give us faith to be more faithful, 
give us hope to be more true, 

      give us love to go on learning: 
God, encourage and renew! 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead.*    
On the third day he rose again;   
       he ascended into heaven,  
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—Remembering the caring and generous works of  
God, we pray for the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors.   
 
A brief silence. Each petition ends: 

P       Merciful God,   
C     receive our prayer.     
 
P     Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of 

our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.  
C    Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING    
 
 
OFFERTORY SONG                     “We Are an Offering”                         ELW # 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
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Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,  
we are an offering.  
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and  
       nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in  
       any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the  
       bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

SENDING HYMN                                                                                          ELW #865 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                    Page 173        

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father in heaven,  
         hallowed be your name,  
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         your kingdom come,  
         your will be done,  
                 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
        as we forgive those  
                who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
         and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
        and the glory are yours,  
        now and forever. Amen.  
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 
 
 

LAMB OF GOD                                                                                                Page 174   

 
TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C   We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the  
      healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,  
      in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of  
      Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
BLESSING 
P   The Lord bless you and keep you.  
        The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
        The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
C     Amen. 
 
 
SENDING MUSIC   
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell 
Director of Music: Henrietta Atkin 
Oboist: Wayne Ryerson  
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
          9:30 am     Worship, Holy Communion  
          
THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 

 
Monday, September 11 
        12:00 pm      Food Pantry & Clothing Closet 
          6:00 pm      Council Meeting        
 
Tuesday, September 12  
           
Wednesday, September 13 
          1:00 pm       Midweek Service 
          2:00 pm         Bible Study 
          7:30 pm         Evening Service 

 
 Thursday, September 14      
          7:30 pm       Al-Anon Meeting 

 
Friday, September 15   
          Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath  

 
Saturday, September 16 
       12:00 pm      RLC BBQ 

 
Sunday, September 17  
          9:30 am          Worship, Holy Communion  
        11:00 am        Coffee Hour 
          
Online services are available via Facebook (www.facebook.com/rlcfp/live), YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/rlcfp or search for “Resurrection Lutheran Franklin Park 
YouTube”) and Twitch. 
 
Bible Study can be accessed via Zoom online (bit.ly/rlcfp-zoom) or by phone (312-626-
6799 Meeting ID: 230 167 8868, Password: 9777). You can also watch without partici-

pating on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rlcfp). 
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     The flowers today are to the glory of God.  
 
 
 

 
       
   We are continuing “canned vegetables Sunday”  
   Any and all donations are always very much appreciated. Thank you! 
 
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t forget that the Resurrection’s 2nd annual BBQ is on Saturday, September 16 from 
noon—3:00 pm. Thank you in advance to those that helped in any way to make this  
happen.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Virginia S, June K and family, Dolores B, Janet G, Irwin K, 
Marvin K, and Donna T.  

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Ryan & Samantha, Joe, Curtis,  
Allen, Pastor Tim,  Nancy, Susan, Victor, Richard, Sarah, Rocio, John M, Mike I, Sha-
ron V, Gary V, Marina, Luisa, Nathan, Cyndy W, John B, Feodore, Atour, Billy G, 
Joyce S, Judy K, Kevin, Lynn, Stan and Darlene M, housekeeping staff at hospitals and 
nursing homes, the homeless, Elaine R, Lamone C, Linda B and Scott B.    
 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah G and Mike B.   
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To ensure Resurrection is staying current and connected with its community, Council 
would like to have its members along with congregation members attend the Village of 
Franklin Park President and Board of Trustees meetings that occur each month at  
Village Hall. Ideally, we would like to have one Council member and one congregation 
member attend each month. You do not have to commit to this every month. If you 
are interested in serving Resurrection in this capacity, please see Alan or put your name 
on the sign up sheet on the bulletin board. The next meeting that someone is needed 
to volunteer for is October 2.   
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