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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the  
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action. 

 
 

Sunday, March 26, 2023—9:30 AM 

 

LENT 5 – Can these bones live?  
 

 Holy Communion 
 
 
 

All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. 
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile 
or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. 
In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the 
Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing  
promise in our baptism.  
 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
 
CENTERING TIME  
3 minutes of silence to center our hearts for worship. 
Our time will conclude after the centering music. 
 
 
 

CENTERING MUSIC             
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CALL TO WORSHIP        
P   Have you ever felt washed up, brittle, worn-down to the bone?   
C  Have you ever felt grief lay heavy on your back? 
L  Have you ever felt like hope was out of reach?  
C  Have you ever wondered, can these bones live?  
L  If you have, then you are in the right place, for this is God’s house. Hope lives here.  
C  So, come. Rest your weary bones.  
L  Let us worship Holy God. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P    Friends, there is nothing that we have to keep hidden from God—not our anger, our 
    grief, or the ways in which we have fallen short. In confession, we speak honestly 
    and are met with grace. So let us not hold back. Let us bring our full selves to this  
    prayer, knowing that God is already running to meet us. Let us pray: 
 
C  Jesus of Nazareth, I confess: I forget that you know this feeling. I forget that 
     you, too, have wept.  
     I forget that you, too, have lost. I forget that you, too, have gathered at the 
     tomb, have grieved for a friend, have felt the sting of humanity. Forgive me for 
     all the times I place blame on you. Forgive me for all the times I create  
     distance, imagining that you could never feel what I feel. Forgive me for  
     allowing the valley of dry bones to be a sea of space between us. Pour yourself 
     into the cracks in my heart. Bring these bones back to life. Bring me closer to 
     you. With gratitude I pray, amen.  
 
P  Friends, you could spend your whole life ignoring God, pushing God away, or trying 
    to solve the world’s problems all on your own, and God would still love you all the  
    same. Even in our shortcomings, we are God’s beloved. So hear and believe this  
    good news: 
 
C  We are saved by grace through faith. We belong to God. We are not alone.  
 
  
PEACE 
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 
 
SHARING OF PEACE      
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OPENING HYMN                                                                                         ELW #666 

 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
      Spirit be with you all.       
C   And also with you.      
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P    Creator God,  
C   Why is bad news so loud? In the midst of gun violence, hunger, melting ice  
      caps, and anxiety, it often feels like suffering has a microphone. How do we  
      hear you? How do we find you? How do we know that these bones can live? 
      Today we bring our raw selves into this space asking that once more you would 
      rush through this room like a mighty wind. Remind us that these bones can  
      live. Speak to us in your still, small voice and let it be loud enough to speak to  
      the sorrow of the day. We know that good news rests in you, and we know that  
      you are here. So help us listen, not to the bad news of the day alone, but to the  
      hope that you breathe into every word.  With open hearts we pray, amen. 
   
 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14     
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though  
dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times  
Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that “I am the Lord.”  
 
1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord  
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around  
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me,  
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to  
me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 
live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the  
Lord.” 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a  
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there  
was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,  
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and  
the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,  
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore  
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves,  
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land  
of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring  
you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall  
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have  
spoken and will act, says the Lord.”  
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L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 130 (read responsively)  
   1Out | of the depths 
  I cry to | you, O Lord; 
 2O Lord, | hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
  O Lord, | who could stand? 
 4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
  in order that you | may be feared.  
 5I wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits; 
  in your word | is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast love; 
  with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption. 
 8For the Lord shall | redeem Israel 
  from | all their sins.   
 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11      
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driv- 
ing force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but  
he very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the  
dead.  
 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and  
peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not  
submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please  
God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in  
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if  
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of  
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he  
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his  
Spirit that dwells in you.  
 
P    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                              Page 189 

 
GOSPEL: John 11:1-45                           
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic 
scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.  
 

P The holy gospel according to John 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Mar-
tha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her 
hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom 
you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; ra-
ther it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said 
to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 
again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during 
the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at 
night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said 
to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
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that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said 
to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Mar-
tha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus 
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.” 
 
 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her pri-
vately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got 
up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still 
at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to 
weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 
 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 
glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have 
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped 
in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 
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P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON                                                                  Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell                                                                    
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                   ELW #333 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
C   We believe that God loves us—God loves us enough to weep when we are gone. 
      We believe that God does not give up on us— breathing new life into tired  
      bones. We believe that God returns to us— always seeking us when we are lost. 
      We believe that God holds hope for us— so we hold onto hope as well. We 
      believe, help our unbelief. In Christ’s name we pray, amen. 
  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray 
for the church, the world, and all of creation.  

A brief silence.  Each petition ends: 

 

P       Merciful God,             
C     receive our prayer.     
 
P     We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise 

to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.   
C    Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING         
                    
 
OFFERTORY SONG                     “We Are an Offering”                         ELW #692 
 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,  
we are an offering.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of  
       grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your  
       bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
 
SENDING HYMN                                                                                          ELW #485 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                    Page 190        
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father in heaven,  
         hallowed be your name,  
         your kingdom come,  
         your will be done,  
                 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
        as we forgive those  
                who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
         and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
        and the glory are yours,  
        now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 
 
 
 



13 

LAMB OF GOD                                                                                              Page 191   

 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C  Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in  
     our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a  
     making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus  
     Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING 
P   As you leave this place, may God bless you with seeking. Seek out the hungry. Seek 
     the weary. Seek the good in every person you pass. Seek out the hopeful. Seek the  
     faithful. Seek God in each of us. As you seek and as you wonder, may you find what 
     you are looking for. In the name of our loving God, who is always seeking us, go 
     now in peace.  
C  Amen. 
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SENDING MUSIC            
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell 
Director of Music: Henrietta Atkin 
Oboist: Wayne Ryerson  
 
Some of the prayers used today are by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | 

sanctifiedart.org.  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
          9:30 am     Worship, Holy Communion  
       11:00 am       Coffee Hour 

 
THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 

 
Monday, March 27 
        12:00 pm       Food Pantry & Clothing Closet 
         
Tuesday, March 28 
          
Wednesday, March 29 
          1:00 pm       Midweek Lenten Service 
          2:00 pm       Bible Study 
          6:30 pm       Vocal Coaching 
          7:00 pm       Evening Lenten Prayer Service 
          7:30 pm       Choir Rehearsal 
 
 Thursday, March 30 
          7:30 pm       Al-Anon Meeting 

 
Friday, March 31   
          Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath  

 
Saturday, April 1 

 
Sunday, April 2  
          9:30 am          Worship, Holy Communion   
                 
   
  
Online services are available via Facebook (www.facebook.com/rlcfp/live), YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/rlcfp or search for “Resurrection Lutheran Franklin Park 
YouTube”) and Twitch. 
 
Bible Study can be accessed via Zoom online (bit.ly/rlcfp-zoom) or by phone (312-626-
6799 Meeting ID: 230 167 8868, Password: 9777). You can also watch without partici-
pating on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rlcfp). 
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    The flowers today are from Sue Koevenig to the glory of God and  
    in honor of all RLC volunteers.  
  
      
 

          
     We are continuing “mac & cheese Sunday”. We are also in  
      need of chicken and beef Ramen soup. All donations are   
      are very much appreciated. Thank you! 
 
  

Holy Week 2023 
 

Maundy Thursday (4/6): 1:00 pm & 7:00 pm   
 

Good Friday (4/7): 1:00 pm & 7:00 pm  
 

Easter Vigil  (4/8): 7:00 pm  
 

Easter Sunday (4/9): 9:30 am  
 

Join us in person or online at Facebook/rlcfp or YouTube/rlcfp  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAY FOR MEMBERS: June K and family, Wayne R, Barb Z, Dolores B, Janet G, 
Irwin K, Marvin K, and Donna T.  

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Susan, RoiAnne and her daughter 
Cyndy,  Billie O, Rocio, Walter M, John M, Mike I, Sharon V, Gary V, Warren, Marina, 
Luisa, Nathan, Ruth, Cyndy W, John B, Feodore, Atour, Billy G, Joyce S, Judy K, Sue 
Koevenig’s nephew Kevin, and niece Alison V, Terry, Stan and Darlene M, Sue Flana-
gan’s son Robert, housekeeping staff at hospitals and nursing homes, the  
homeless, Karen Shumaker’s brother Curtis, Lynn, Elaine R, Lamone C, Russ 
Sprenger’s daughter Kimberly S, Linda B and Janet Grace’s son-in-law Scott B.    
 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah Gross, Edward Scharlow, Mike 
Brimie, Robert Dilks, and Mike Ignoffo.   


