Resurrection Lutheran Church
9777 Grand Avenue
Franklin Park, IL 60131
Phone: 847-455-7013
E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action.

Serving Our Neighbors by Sharing Our Blessings

Sunday, December 31, 2023—9:30 AM
First Sunday of Christmas
Holy Communion

All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out
a communion card and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with the
death of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not remove
the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk with all the
“holy innocents” of past generations and today who have suffered unjustly. In our gath-
ering around word and meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and carry us as in

days of old.
PRELUDE “Christians Awake, Salute the Happy Morn” Robert Powell

WELCOME

CENTERING TIME
2 minutes of silence to center our hearts for worship.
Our time will conclude after the centering music.

CENTERING MUSIC



CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Isaiah 2:2-5)

P In days to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.

P Many peoples shall come and say,

C “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”

P For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

C He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

P they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;

C nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

P O house of Jacob, come,

C let us walk in the light of the Lord!

SHARING OF PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

SHARING OF PEACE

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P God ofall,

C O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As

you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and
adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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LESSONS AND CAROLS ELW #282

It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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I It came wup-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you. be - neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4

For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets secen of old,
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from an - gels bend - ing near the carth to touch their harps of  gold:

and still their heav'n-ly mu - sic floats o'er all the wea - ry world.

who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:

when with the ev er - cir - cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav'n’s all - gra - cious King.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plainsthey bend on hov-'ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing:
when peace shall o ver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in
and ev - er
oh, rest be-
and all the

sol - emn still-ness lay  to  hear the
o'er its ba - bel sounds the bless-ed
side the wea-ry road and hear the

world give back the song which now the
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THE FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-10
CAROL: “On That Holy Mountain” Joe Mattingly

THE SECOND LESSON: Isaiah 35:1-10

CAROL: ELW #242
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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1A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new momn, for
2 To us, o all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though

an - gels her - ald s dawn - ing. Sing out yvour joy. for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing. his hum - ble song is
all the world is de - spair-ing. as morn - ing light SO
dark the win - ter and cheer - less, the ris - ing sun shall
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soon he is born. be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing:
qui - et and free. S0 warm and gen - tle and car - ing.
crown you with light. be strong and Jov - ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor. o bring all hearts to -
mu - sic to  heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
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geth - er he o - pens wide the heav'n - ly door and
Kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll o
won - der, the weak be  raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - ry: may God fill ev - 'ry day we share and
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lives now in - side us for - ev - er.
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap - ons be bro - ken a - sun - der.
bring us at last in - to glo - ry.



THE THIRD LESSON: Matthew 1:1-17
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CAROL: ELW #272
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose e'er bloom-ing from ten - der stem hath
2 1 - sai - ah had fore - told i, the rosc I have n
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with sweet-ness fills the
4 O Sav - jor, child of Mar - v, who felt  our hu - man
& - : . - &)
= [ —5—] e e E
P 1 1 = 1 lg F \Za 1 1 1 i
T T T ¥ T T
9 n 3 ) | : 11 | ) | } ; { ) |
=3 e ;
sprung! Of Jes - sc’s lin - cage com - ing as
mind with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels  with  glo - rnious splen - dor the
woe: O Sav - ijor, Kking of glo - 1y, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin moth - er Kkind. To show God's love a - right, she
dark -ness ev - ‘ry - where. True man, yet ver - y God, from
our wcak ness  know: bring us at  length, we pray, o
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mid the cold of win - ter, when half - spent  was the night
bore to us a Sav - ior, when half - spent  was the night
sin and death he saves us and light-ens ev - ‘ry load.
the bright courts of heav - en  and in - 1o end - less  day.
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THE FOURTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-38

CAROL: ELW #265
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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1 The an gel Ga - bn - el from heav - en came,
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou shalt be,
3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed  her head:
4 Of her. Em-man - u - el the Christ. was bomn
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with  wings as drift - ed snow. with ecyes as flame:
all gen - e¢r - a - tions laud and hon or thee:
“To me be as it pleas - eth God.” she said.
in Beth - le - hem all  on a Christ - mas morn,
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“All  hail to thee, O low - ly maid - en Mar - Y.
thy son shall be Em - man - u - el, by seers fore - told,
“My  soul shall laud and mag - ni - fy God's ho - ly name.”
and Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:
0 1 : . —
%ﬁ"— ' h— ; — . T  —— —
> & <o =+ ! . L L S e ——
J 4 ' r - T RERERR
most high-1ly fa-vored la - dy”
most high - ly fa- vored la - dy” Glo = - a!
Most high-1ly fa- vored la - dy,
“Most high-1ly fa-vored la - dy

THE FIFTH LESSON: Matthew 1:18-25
CAROL: “Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine” Robert Powell
THE SIXTH LESSON: Luke 1:39-58

CAROL: “Ave Maria” F. Schubert



THE SEVENTH

CAROL:

LESSON: Luke 2:1-7
ELW #269
Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid's cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love:
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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moth-er laid her ba - by in a man- ger for his  bed:
shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall:
child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav'na - bove;
see him; but in  heav - en, set at God's right hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil -dren on to the place wherehe is gone.
there his chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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THE EIGHTH LESSON: Luke 2:21-38

CAROL: “Rise Up Shepherd and Follow” Henrietta Atkin

THE NINTH LESSON: Matthew 2:1-12

CAROL: “The Snow Lay on the Ground” Robert Powell

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (based on John 1:1-14)
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In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God.

All things came into being through him,

and without him not one thing came into being.

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.

He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him,
yet the world did not know him.

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man,
but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory,

the glory as of a father’s only son,

full of grace and truth.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all
people, we offer our prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves.

A brief silence. Each petition ends:



P Hearus, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

P Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant
grace.

C Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY SONG “We Are an Offering” ELW #692

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,

we lift our lives up to you:

we are an offering.

Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands,
Lord use our lives, they are yours:

we are an offering.

All that we have, all that we are,

all that we hope to be,

we give to you, we give to you.

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,
we are an offering.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray.

C Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the
poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts,
let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and
heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C Welift them up to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C [Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 144
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
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Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available.

LAMB OF GOD Page 146
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
TABLE BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray.

C Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we
have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be
your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

P As you leave this place, may you go knowing that from generation to generation,
we have been claimed and loved. From generation to generation, God has been by
our side. From generation to generation, we are not alone. The God of yesterday
and the God of tomorrow knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, saying
“Go be the person you are called to be, love wildly, do justice, and come back
soon.”

C May it be so. Amen.

SENDING MUSIC

STATING OUR MISSION
P Resurrection, what is our mission?
C Serving Our Neighbors by Sharing Our Blessings!

DISMISSAL

P Go in peace and be a blessing in the world. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Silent Night” Alfred Fedak

Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell
Director of Music: Henrietta Atkin
Oboist: Wayne Ryerson

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE
9:30am  Worship, Holy Communion

THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION

Monday, January 1
12:00 pm  Food Pantry & Clothing Closet

Tuesday, January 2

Wednesday, January 3
1:00 pm  Midday Service
2:00 pm  Bible Study
7:30 pm  Evening Service

Thursday, January 4
7:30 pm  Al-Anon Meeting

Friday, January 5
Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath

Saturday, January 6

Sunday, January 7
9:30am  Worship, Holy Communion

Online services are available via Facebook (www.facebook.com/rlctp/live), YouTube
(www.youtube.com/rlcfp or search for “Resurrection Lutheran Franklin Park
YouTube) and Twitch.

Bible Study can be accessed via Zoom online (bit.ly/rlcfp-zoom) or by phone (312-626-

6799 Meeting ID: 230 167 8868, Password: 9777). You can also watch without partici-
pating on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rlctp).
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The flowers today are from Alan & Barb Miralgio in memory of
Alan’s sister Sharon.

We are starting “Ramen Sunday” but all donations are very
= much appreciated.

Share the Gift

The Franklin Park American Legion Post 974 family is again hosting the Stand
Down, a program to support Veterans in need. It will be held on Sunday,
January 28, 2024, at the Legion Hall at 9757 Pacific Ave., Franklin Park,

lllinois. They will provide a hot meal, toiletries, and blankets, as well as a chance
to speak with Veteran Service Organizations and other groups, about VA bene-
fits, housing, transportation, and other services. If this is a cause you would like
to support, we are accepting cash donations through Sunday December 31"
and Share the Gift will match those donations up to the first $1,000 received.

PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Russ S, Janet C, Lindsay, Valentina, Virginia S, June K and
family, Dolores B, Janet G, Irwin K, Marvin K, and Donna T.

FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Dana, Leena, Jacque, Diane L,
Marilyn R, Ed, Emily F, Lori, Michelle S, Ayla, Curtis, Allen, Pastor Tim, Nancy,
Susan, Victor, Richard, Sarah, John M, Mike I, Sharon V, Gary V, Sophia, Marina,
Luisa, Cyndy W, John B, Feodore, Atour, Billy G, Joyce S, Judy K, Lynn, Stan and
Darlene M, housekeeping staff at hospitals and nursing homes, the homeless, Elaine R,
Lamone C, Linda B and Scott B.

THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah G and Mike B.
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