Resurrection Lutheran Church
9777 Grand Avenue
Franklin Park, IL 60131
Phone: 847-455-7013
E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action.

Serving Our Neighbors by Sharing Our Blessings

Sunday, March 24, 2024—9:30 AM
Palm Sunday
Wandering Heart: “Songs of loudest praise”
Holy Communion

All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out
a communion card and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into
Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross,
abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete
human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s
suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and
bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We
enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing work.

OPENING LITURGY

P Sing songs of loudest praise!

C Hosanna!

P Sing songs that are unashamed.

C Hosanna!

P Sing songs without being afraid.

C Hosanna!

P Sing for the God of tomorrow and today.

C Hosanna!

P Let us worship the One worthy to be praised.



CALL TO CONFESSION
P The Gospel of John tells us that crowds gathered to praise Jesus as he entered

Jerusalem, singing and shouting with confidence.

After describing the crowd, however, the Gospel writer zooms in on the disciples
and tells us that while the crowds shouted praise at Jesus, the disciples were

confused. The text says, “the disciples did not understand what was happening”
(John 12:16).

A lot of our lives may look like this: either we understand God’s presence in our
lives and want to shout it from the rooftop—or we’re standing on the side of the
parade missing our chance to sing.

That is why we need the prayer of confession. Because life happens fast, and with-
out a doubt, we have stood where the disciples stood. So let us pray, for we don’t
want to miss our chance to sing:

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
C Holy God, we want to run into the streets and sing your praise! We want to

be bold and unashamed of this good-news Gospel. However, too often we find
ourselves standing against the wall.

Too often we stay quiet.

Too often we let others carry the song.
Forgive us for the moments when we could lead the parade but instead find
ourselves standing on the sidelines.
Show us which songs are ours to sing.
Show us which parades are ours to lead,
and then give us the courage and conviction to do both. With hope and
honesty we pray, amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

P

Friends, no matter where you are on the parade route—whether you are waving
palm branches through the streets or standing against the wall, quiet and cau-
tious—Jesus marched for you. Jesus’ love, his striving for justice and mercy, it
was for you.

You are included in this story and nothing can ever change that.

So hear these words and trust them deep in your bones:

We have reason to sing, for Jesus Christ loved you yesterday. Jesus Christ loves
you today. And Jesus Christ will love you tomorrow. You are forgiven, claimed,
and sent to serve. Go out and sing. Go out trusting these words.

C Amen!



PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Mark 11:1-11
P The holy gospel according to Mark.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

'When they were approaching J erusalem at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of
Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples “and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of
you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been
ridden; untie it and bring it. °If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?” just say
this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.”” “They went away and
found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, >some of the
bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untylng the colt?” ®They told them what
Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. "Then they brought the colt to Jesus
and threw thelr cloaks on it; and he sat on it. “Many people spread thelr cloaks on the
road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. *Then those who
went ahead and those who followed were shouting,

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

'"Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
"Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked

around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ

BLESSING OF PALMS
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
We praise you, O God,
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph
and was proclaimed messiah and king
by those who spread garments and branches along his way.
Bless these branches and those who carry them.
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,
so that, joined to his death and resurrection,
we enter into life with you;
through the same Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.



PROCESSION
L Ride On, King Jesus.
C No one works like him.

PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

SHARING OF PEACE

STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART

OPENING HYMN ELW #344
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
P God of grace,
your Word is like a song.
It is the melody that we long to sing,
the refrain that we pray will get stuck in our heads.
So as we return to scripture once more,
we pray that you would allow us to sink into this song.
Allow us to hear the truth in between the words.
Allow the cries of the crowd’s “hosannas” to feel like our own.

With open hearts and open ears we pray.
C Amen

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah.
Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated

with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in
God'’s steadfast love.

*The Lord Gobp has given me
the tongue of a teacher,

that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.

Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.



>The Lord Gop has opened my ear,

and I was not rebellious,

I did not turn backward.
5T gave my back to those who struck me,

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard,
I did not hide my face

from insult and spitting.

"The Lord Gop helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced,;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
*he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
%1t is the Lord Gop who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16 (read responsively)
"Have mercy on me, O Lorp, for [ 'am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly.
""For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones ' are consumed.
T am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my
acquaintances; when they see me in the street | they avoid me.
"Like the dead I am forgotten, ' out of mind;
I am as useless as a | broken pot.
BFor I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is ! all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life.
'“But as for me, I have trusted in ' you, O LORD.
I have said, “You ' are my God.
"My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who ! persecute me.
'*Let your face shine up- ! on your servant;
save me in your ! steadfast love.”



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11

Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even to the point of
death. Following Christ’s example, we do not seek personal status or glory but care for
others as God cared for us in Christ’s death.

>Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
*he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

’Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
"and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 12:12-16

P The holy gospel according to John
C Glory to you, O Lord.

”The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was

coming to Jerusalem. *So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him,
shouting,

"Hosanna!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord —

the King of Israel!"

"Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written:

"Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion.

Look, your king is coming,

sitting on a donkey's colt!"

'His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then
they remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done to him.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #342
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5 This is my ending. 6 All hcav'n is singing,

this my resurrection;
into your hands, Lord,

I commit my spiril.

This have 1 searched for;
now | can possess it.
This ground is holy.

“Thanks to Christ whose passion
offers in mercy
healing, strength, and pardon.
Peoples and nations,
take it, take it freely!™

Amen! My Master!

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

P  We believe in Jesus of Nazareth,

C who rode through the streets of Jerusalem on a donkey.

P We believe in Jesus of Nazareth,

C who challenged Rome’s oppressive power with peaceful protest.
P We believe in Jesus of Nazareth,

C who was surrounded by crowds of dreamers and believers.
P  We believe in Jesus of Nazareth,

C so even today, we will sing songs of loudest praise.

P  Hosanna!

C Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things,
let us pray for the church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence. Each petition ends:



P Hearus, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

P Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY SONG “We Are an Offering” ELW #692

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,

we lift our lives up to you:

we are an offering.

Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands,
Lord use our lives, they are yours:

we are an offering.

All that we have, all that we are,

all that we hope to be,

we give to you, we give to you.

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,
we are an offering.

Scan to donate!

OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray.

C God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of
grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C Welift them up to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

10
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited. The bread is gluten free.
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TABLE BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray.

C Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our
Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of
peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen.
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SENDING MUSIC

STATING OUR MISSION
P Resurrection, what is our mission?
C Serving Our Neighbors by Sharing Our Blessings!

BENEDICTION
P Beloved wanderer,
as you leave this place,
may you carry your curious heart on your sleeve. May you look for God in every
face.
May you find the courage to get out of the boat, to run to the tomb,
and to speak of your faith.
And when the world falls apart, may you hear God’s voice deep within, saying,
“Take heart, it is I, be not afraid.” You are called. You are blessed.
In both your ups and your downs, you always belong to God.
Go now in peace. Go trusting that good news.
C Amen.

Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell
Director of Music: Henrietta Atkin
Oboist: Wayne Ryerson

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE
9:30am  Worship, Holy Communion
11:00am  Fellowship Hour

THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION

Monday, March 25
12:00 pm  Food Pantry & Clothing Closet

Tuesday, March 26

Wednesday, March 27
6:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, March 28
1:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service
7:30 pm Maundy Thursday Service

Friday, March 29
1:00 pm  Good Friday Service
7:30 pm  Good Friday Service

Saturday, March 30
7:30 pm  Easter Vigil

Sunday, March 31—FEaster Sunday
9:30am  Worship, Holy Communion

Online services are available via Facebook (www.facebook.com/rlctp/live), YouTube
(www.youtube.com/rlcfp or search for “Resurrection Lutheran Franklin Park
YouTube) and Twitch.

Bible Study can be accessed via Zoom online (bit.ly/rlcfp-zoom) or by phone (312-626-

6799 Meeting ID: 230 167 8868, Password: 9777). You can also watch without partici-
pating on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rlctp).
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The flowers today are from Donna & Wayne Molley in honor of
their birthdays.

For the remainder of March, we are asking for donations of
cereal but all donations are very much appreciated!

Holy Week 2024

Maundy Thursday March 28
1:00 pm & 7:30 pm
(in-person, Facebook, YouTube)

Good Friday March 29
1:00 pm & 7:30 pm
(in-person, Facebook, YouTube)

Easter Vigil Saturday March 30
7:30 pm (in-person, Facebook, YouTube)

Easter Sunday March 31
9:30 am (in-person, Facebook, YouTube)

Resurrection
to celebrate
80 years of Ministry!

Join us for an Anniversary Dinner on Saturday, April 13, at 5 pm at the church. Then
continue the celebration with the Anniversary Worship Service on Sunday, April 14, at
9:30 am. The dinner will be catered by Cuomo Catering. The cost of the meal is $15.
Please note on the reservation if you have any food allergies or preferences. The dead-
line for reservations is Friday, April 5. Invite your friends and family to celebrate this
milestone with us! If you have any questions, please call Barb Miralgio, 847-922-6150,
or the church office, 847-455-7013.
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Our deepest sympathy and condolences to Sue Koevenig and her family upon the loss of
Sue’s brother Eric. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Karen S, Rita V, Judy H, Jan R, Russ S, Janet C, Lindsay,
Valentina, Virginia S, June K and family, Dolores B, Janet G, Irwin K, and Donna T.

FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Joan P, Joyce F, Pastor Finney,
Dana, Leena, Jacque, Diane L, Marilyn R, Ed, Emily F, Lori, Michelle S, Ayla, Curtis,
Allen, Pastor Tim, Nancy, Susan, Victor, Richard, Sarah, John M, Mike I, Sharon V,
Gary V, Sophia, Marina, Luisa, Cyndy W, John B, Atour, Billy G, Joyce S, Judy K,
Lynn, housekeeping staff at hospitals and nursing homes, the homeless, Elaine R, Linda
B and Scott B.

THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah G and Mike B.
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