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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the  
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action. 

 
 

Sunday, January 8, 2023—9:30 AM 

 

Epiphany of our Lord  
 

 Holy Communion 
 
 

All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a cele-
bration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, 
that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided 
the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are 
claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light 
of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.  
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 

CENTERING TIME  
3 minutes of silence to center our hearts for worship. 
Our time will conclude after the centering music. 
 
 

CENTERING MUSIC             
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS           
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
 

 



2      2 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
        endures forever.  
C   Amen. 
 

P   One of my favorite things about the Magi is that they go looking for God. 
      Actively and consistently, day by day, they follow the star until it guides them to  
     Jesus. I wish I was more like that, but I admit, I tend to follow God with part of my  
      heart. I tend to get distracted and lost, taking exit ramps off the road, following  
      whatever new shiny sign is present. It’s part of being human.  
      In the prayer of confession, we acknowledge that more often than we’d like to  
      admit, we find ourselves following the wrong star. Fortunately for us, God is the  
      map maker, and God’s map is measured in grace, so we have nothing to fear. Let us 
      pray together. Let us seek God together. Join me in the prayer of confession: 
C    God of starlight, we know that faith isn’t a vending machine. Good news can’t 
      be bought or manufactured. It does not arrive with a push of a button. Instead, 
      in this noisy world, we have to look for you in our midst. We have to walk  
      toward you, just as the Magi did. We have to believe that love really can  
      change the world. We have to seek the stars beyond the city lights. Forgive us  
      for forgetting that. Forgive us for seeking you with only part of our hearts. We  
      long to be more like the Magi; may we walk your way every single day. Amen.  
 

P    Friends, I have nothing but good news. Since the very first day, God has taken the  
      pieces of our hearts that we have offered up and has said, “I can work with that.”  
      Even in our failings, God has washed us with words of grace, belonging, and love.  
      No matter what star you’ve followed, no matter how far you’ve walked, no matter  
      how lost you got— you belong to God. God loves you. God forgives you. God  
      claims you. End of story. 
C   Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
SHARING OF PEACE      
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
P    Calling all seekers, all dreamers, all believers…Calling all glass-half-full optimists 
      and lighthouse keepers… Calling all star-chasers and bedtime prayer speakers… 
      Bring your questions, your hope, your faith and your fear into this space. 
C   God is here.  



3 

OPENING HYMN                                                                                         ELW #290 

  
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
      Spirit be with you all.       
C   And also with you.      
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                      Page 185 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   God of all,  
C   God of starlight, every part of us is trying to seek you: our bodies that carried  
      us into this space, our heads bowed in prayer, our hearts that keep whispering,  
      “There is more than just this.” We are seeking you. Like a dog looking for its  
      owner, who will search the whole house— under beds, behind doors, in every  
      corner of every room until their person is found—we are turning over every  
      rock and leaf looking for fingerprints that belong to you. So meet us halfway.  
      Find us in the maze. Quiet the rest of the world. Open the door to us with rich  
      laughter and say, “Come on in!” We know you’re near, so know that it’s you  
      we seek. Find us in these words. Gratefully we pray. Amen. 
 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6           
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of  
God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of interna- 
tional trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.  
 
     1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 

 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.   
    
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 (read responsively)  
 

   1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.  
 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts.  
 11May all kings bow | down before him, 
  and all the nations | do him service. 
 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 
 13He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives | of the needy. 
 14From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood | in his sight.   
 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12              
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the  
gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the  
richness of God’s promised salvation.  
 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you  
Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that  
was given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as  
I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my  
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not  
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and  
prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the  
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 



8 

 7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was  
given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this  
grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of  Christ, 
 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who  
created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might 
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in  
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in  
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.  
 

P    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                            Page 188 

   
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12                
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. 
Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.  
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling togeth-
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er all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were over-
whelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.   
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON                                                                  Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                  ELW #296 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
C    We believe that faith is active, found on long walks, and in long talks, in future 
       days, and down memory lane. We believe that those who seek will find,  
       although it may not be what they expected. We believe that God finds us first.  
       We believe that God drops breadcrumbs along our way in the shape of people, 
       invitations, and even starlight. We believe that being a seeker— of God, of  
       justice, of community— is a holy thing. So we strive to live with an open spirit,  
       with soft hearts, and with room to grow. May it be so. This we believe. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s com-
ing into the world, we pray for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human 
family.  

A brief silence.  Each petition ends: 

 

P       God of grace,            
C     hear our prayer.     
 
P     Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all 

for whom we pray to the mercy of God.  
C    Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING                              
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OFFERTORY SONG                     “We Are an Offering”                         ELW #692 
 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,  
we are an offering.  
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and  
       nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any  
       way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of  
       life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 
 
SENDING HYMN                                                                                          ELW #302 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                    Page 190        
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father in heaven,  
         hallowed be your name,  
         your kingdom come,  
         your will be done,  
                 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
        as we forgive those  
                who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
         and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
        and the glory are yours,  
        now and forever. Amen.  
 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 

 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                                              Page 191   
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 TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C   God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 
      hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds  
      and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior  
      and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
P   Now, receive this benediction: From generation to generation, God keeps drawing  
      near. From generation to generation, a light has shone in troubling times. From  
      generation to generation, God’s love has moved through the world like our connec- 
      tion moved through this room. So may we celebrate that. May we rest in the joy of  
      this day, and may we allow it to change us. Merry Christmas!         
C   Merry Christmas! Amen! 
 
 
SENDING MUSIC            
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P    Go home a different way. The light of God is shining on you with every step. 
C   Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell 
Director of Music: Henrietta Atkin 
Oboist: Wayne Ryerson  
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
Many of the prayer used in todays service are by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC 
| sanctifiedart.org.”  
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
          9:30 am       Worship, Holy Communion  
        11:00 am       Coffee Hour 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 
 
Monday, January 9 
        12:00 pm       Food Pantry & Clothing Closet 
          6:00 pm       Council Meeting    

                                                
Tuesday, January 10 
          6:30 pm      Finance Meeting 
 
Wednesday, January 11 
          1:00 pm       Midweek Service 
          2:00 pm       Bible Study 
           

                    
 Thursday, January 12 
          7:30 pm       Al-Anon Meeting 
 
Friday, January 13   
          Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath  

 
Saturday, January 14 
              
Sunday, January 15  
          9:30 am         Worship, Holy Communion   
                            
   
  
 
Online services are available via Facebook (www.facebook.com/rlcfp/live), YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/rlcfp or search for “Resurrection Lutheran Franklin Park 
YouTube”) and Twitch. 
 
Bible Study can be accessed via Zoom online (bit.ly/rlcfp-zoom) or by phone (312-626-

6799 Meeting ID: 230 167 8868, Password: 9777). You can also watch without partici-
pating on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rlcfp). 
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     The flowers today are from Karen Shumaker in celebration of her  
     81st birthday.      
      
 
 

      
     We are continuing “soup Sunday”. We are also in need of pasta  
     sauce, canned pasta and cereal but all donations are very much  
     appreciated. Thank you! 
 
  
                            Annual Meeting Brunch 

On Sunday, January 29th, the day of the Annual Meeting, the Hospitality Committee 
would like to invite everyone to a brunch instead of just a Coffee Hour.  We will be 

serving an Eggs and Hash Brown casserole that is gluten free and vegetarian.  Among 
the other items we are looking for are bagels and cream cheese, fruit, juice, veggies and 
dip, and some sweets.  If you can help, please sign up on the bulletin board.  If you have 

other ideas for foods to serve, please don’t hesitate to bring them.  Just list your item on 
the sign-up sheet.  If you can’t bring any food, you can always help us clean-up after-
ward.  All help is appreciated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Barb Z, Dolores B, Janet G, Irwin K, Marvin K, Dave N, 
and Donna T.  

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: RoiAnne and her daughter, Cindy, 
Woody H, Billie O, Rocio, Marilyn V, Walter M, John M, Mike I, Sharon V, Gary V, 
Warren, Marina, Luisa, Nathan, Ruth, Cyndy W, John B, Feodore, Atour, Billy G, Joyce 
S, Judy K. Sue Koevenig’s nephew Kevin, and niece Alison V, Terry, Stan and Darlene 
M, Sue Flanagan’s son Robert, housekeeping staff at hospitals and nursing homes, the  
homeless, Karen Shumaker’s brother Curtis and cousin Joan, Lynn, Elaine R, Lamone 
C, Russ Sprenger’s daughter Kimberly S, Linda B and Janet Grace’s son-in-law Scott B.    
 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah Gross, Edward Scharlow, Mike 
Brimie, Robert Dilks, and Mike Ignoffo.   
 


