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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the  
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action. 

 
 

Sunday, December 19, 2021—9:30 AM 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent    
 

Holy Communion 
 

 
All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card  and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a 
lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the 
letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the 
church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the 
Lord’s death.” 
 
 
WELCOME  

 
 

CENTERING PRAYER 
 
 

CENTERING MUSIC 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS           
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
        endures forever.  
C   Amen. 
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P     God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us  
      from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
      may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus  
      Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C   Amen.  
 

P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Time of silence and self-examination 
 
P    Gracious God,  
C    have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given our- 
      selves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
      compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
      things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
      so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
      Savior and Lord. Amen.  
  

P    God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us  
      alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus  
      Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through  
      the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
C   Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
SHARING OF PEACE      

 
OPENING HYMN                                                                                         ELW #723 
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GREETING 
P      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
       Spirit be with you all. 
C    And also with you. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

P   Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! 
      Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises of God with  
      prayer. 
 

P    We light this candle in hope. 
      We light this candle for peace. 
      We light this candle for joy.  
      We light this candle with love. 
 
 
HYMN                                  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                      ELW #257  
                                                            (verses 7 & 8)            
 

7   O come, O Key of nations come, 
O Cornerstone that binds in one: 
refresh the hearts that long for you; 
restore the broken, make us new. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel.  

8   O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that morns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear.  
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel.  
        
                       
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P    Let us pray 
C   Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and  
      might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and  
      serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
      one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Please be seated 
FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a  
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future  
shepherd-king who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah 
refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New 
Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus.  
 
    2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5aand he shall be the one of peace.  
          

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Luke 1:46b-55 (read responsively) 
 
     46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 
  and holy | is your name. 
 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 
  from generation to | generation.  
 51You have shown strength | with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 
  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 
  and sent the rich | away empty. 
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  54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 
  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
 55the promise made | to our forebears, 
  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever.   
 
 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10   
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of  
Christ’s coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body  
to become the greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we are made a holy people.  
 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and  
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the  
law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order 
 to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through  
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  
 
 

P    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Stand as you are able 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
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GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]  
Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the 
Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise  
we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.  
 

P The holy gospel according to Luke  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill coun-
try, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Eliza-
beth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 
the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” [ 
  46And Mary said, 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
 50His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
 51He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 
 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  
 
P    The gospel of the Lord 
C   Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
Please be seated 
SERMON                                                                  Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell                                 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                  ELW #266 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead.*    
On the third day he rose again;   
       he ascended into heaven,  
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray 
for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.  
   
A brief silence.  Each petition ends: 
 

P       Hear us, O God.       
C     Your mercy is great.   
 

P     God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.  

C    Amen. 
 
 
 
Please be seated 
OFFERING     
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Stand as you are able  
OFFERTORY SONG                      “We Are an Offering”                         ELW #692 
 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
 

Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,  
we are an offering.  
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,  
       and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all  
       those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG                                                                                           ELW #265 
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Please be seated 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father in heaven,  
         hallowed be your name,  
         your kingdom come,  
         your will be done,  
                 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
        as we forgive those  
                who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
         and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
        and the glory are yours,  
        now and forever. Amen.  

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 

 
Please be seated 
LAMB OF GOD      
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TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C   God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 

hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds 
and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 
 
BLESSING 
P     Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; return no one 
       evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, and help the suffering;  
       honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit  
C    Amen. 
 
 
SENDING MUSIC 
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DISMISSAL 
P    Go in peace to love and serve the world, for the sake of the Lord! 
C   Thanks be to God.  
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons v.20211019.1122 Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

      
Pastor                                                          Darryl Thompson Powell   
Director of Music   Henrietta Atkin 
Oboe                                                                      Wayne Ryerson 
   
    

    
    The flowers today are from Sue and Russ Sprenger in honor of  
    their grandson Talan’s 15th birthday.       
 
        
  

  
TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
           9:30 am        Worship, Holy Communion   
         11:00 am         Coffee Hour                             
 
THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 
 
Monday, December 20 
        12:00 pm      Food Pantry & Clothing Closet 

 
Tuesday, December 21       
         
Wednesday, December 22  
          1:00 pm      Midweek Worship Service 
          2:00 pm      Bible Study 
          7:00 pm      Evening Prayer Service 
          7:30 pm      Choir Rehearsal  

           
Thursday, December 23  
          7:30 pm       Al-Anon Meeting 
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Friday, December 24—Christmas Eve   
         4:00 pm        Worship Service 
         10:30 pm        Concert 
        11:00 pm       Worship Service 

  
Saturday, December 25—Christmas Day 
           9:30 am       Virtual Service on Facebook and YouTube 

         
Sunday, December 26     
          9:30 am         Worship, Holy Communion      
         
 
 
 

  
    All donations are appreciated! The items that we currently   
    need are: jelly/jam, macaroni and cheese, canned pasta,  
    rice, side dishes, shampoo, toothpaste and deodorant.  
    Thank you!  
 
 

 
      
  Lutheran Social Services Christmas Program Update. 
 

  Thank you to all who donated. We again exceeded our goal this  
  year!   
 
      

   
    
   There is a mitten tree in the fellowship area near the offices for  
   anyone that would like to donate gloves or mittens to offer our  
   food pantry guests. All sizes are needed. Thank you! 
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Judy Hajek would like to thank everyone for their prayers, phone calls, and cards.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Judy H, Irwin K, Janet G, Donna T, Dave N, and Marvin K. 

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Billy G, Walter Molley, Joyce S, 
Judy K. Sue Koevenig’s nephew Kevin, and niece Alison V, Barb Miralgio’s mother 
Anne, Terry, Stan and Darlene Majka, Beth Silenzi’s friend Luke and his family, Sue  
Flanagan’s son Robert, housekeeping staff at hospitals and nursing homes, Fred  
Shoemaker, Karen Shumaker’s brother Curtis and cousin Joan, Lynn, Elaine R,  
Lamone Carter, Eileen Gorski, Russ Sprenger’s daughter Kimberly Shubinski, Sophia, 
Linda Bike, Christine Riep, and Janet Grace’s son-in-law Scott Backus.    
 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah Gross, Edward Scharlow, Mike 
Brimie, Robert Dilks, and Mike Ignoffo.   
 
 
 


