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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Serving our neighbors by sharing our blessings 
 

Sunday, September 24, 2023—9:30 AM 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  
 

 Holy Communion 
 
 
 

All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the 
reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter 
what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing 
Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abound-
ing in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. 
As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.  
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
CENTERING TIME  
3 minutes of silence to center our hearts for worship. 
Our time will conclude after the centering music. 
 
 
CENTERING MUSIC                                                 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS           
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
 
P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
        endures forever.  
C   Amen. 
 
P     God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us  
      from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
      may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus  
      Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C   Amen.  
 
P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Time of silence and self-examination 
 
P    Gracious God,  
C    have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given  
      ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In  
      your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have      
      done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold 
      us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through  
      Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
P    God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us  
      alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus  
      Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through  
      the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
C   Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 
 
SHARING OF PEACE      
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OPENING HYMN                                                                                         ELW #765 

 
 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
      Spirit be with you all.       
C   And also with you.      
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                         Page 167 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Refrain 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

Refrain 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P    Let us pray.  
C   Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your  
      servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful  
      judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
      Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10--4:11                 
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare  
the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm  
to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that chal- 
lenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush,  
but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites?   
 
10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil  
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon  
them; and he did not do it. 
 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the 
Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country?  
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God  
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from  
punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die  
than to live.” 4And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out 
of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat  
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
 6The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over  
his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But 
when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that  
it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down  
on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is  
better for me to die than to live.” 
 9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said,  
“Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush,  
for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night  
and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city,  
in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know  
their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”  
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8 (read responsively)   
 

    1I will exalt you, my | God and king, 
  and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 
 2Every day | will I bless you 
  and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 
 3Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised! 
  There is no end | to your greatness. 
 4One generation shall praise your works | to another 
  and shall de- | clare your power.  
 5I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 
  and all your | marvelous works. 
 6They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 
  and I will re- | count your greatness. 
 7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 
 8The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.   
 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30       
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of  
his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippi- 
ans to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.  
 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means  
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the  
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the 
flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain 
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share  
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
 27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I  
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing  
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and  
are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruct- 
tion, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you  
the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since  
you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.  
 
P    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                              Page 171 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16         
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that 
God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.  
 
P The holy gospel according to Matthew 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for 
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also 
go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went 
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he 
went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 
here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, 
‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 
his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then 
going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the 
usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 
each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grum-
bled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 
agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to 
give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with 
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be 
first, and the first will be last.”  
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P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON                                                                  Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell 
 
                                                                                          
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                  ELW #680                                     
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead.*    
On the third day he rose again;   
       he ascended into heaven,  
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—Remembering the caring and generous works of  
God, we pray for the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors.   
 
A brief silence. Each petition ends: 

P       Merciful God,   
C     receive our prayer.     
 
P     Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of 

our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.  
C    Amen. 
 
 
 
OFFERING    
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OFFERTORY SONG                     “We Are an Offering”                         ELW #692 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,  
we are an offering.  
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and  
       nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in  
       any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the  
       bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN                                                                                          ELW #538 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                    Page 173        

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father in heaven,  
         hallowed be your name,  
         your kingdom come,  
         your will be done,  
                 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
        as we forgive those  
                who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
         and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
        and the glory are yours,  
        now and forever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                                                Page 174   

 
TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C   We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the  
      healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,  
      in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of  
      Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
BLESSING 
P   The Lord bless you and keep you.  
        The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
        The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
C     Amen. 



14 

 
SENDING MUSIC                            
 
 
STATING OUR MISSION 
C  Serving our neighbors by sharing our blessings. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell 
Director of Music: Henrietta Atkin  
Oboist: Wayne Ryerson 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
          9:30 am     Worship, Holy Communion  
        11:00 am       Coffee Hour 
          
 
THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 

 
Monday, September 25 
        12:00 pm      Food Pantry & Clothing Closet 
 
Tuesday, September 26  
           
Wednesday, September 27 
          1:00 pm       Midweek Service 
          2:00 pm        Bible Study 
          6:30 pm         Vision & Mission Meeting 
          7:30 pm         Evening Service 

 
 Thursday, September 28      
          7:30 pm       Al-Anon Meeting 

 
Friday, September 29  
          Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath  

 
Saturday, September 30 
        
Sunday, October 1 
          9:30 am          Worship, Holy Communion   
        12:00 pm       Fall Fest Parade 
 
       
Online services are available via Facebook (www.facebook.com/rlcfp/live), YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/rlcfp or search for “Resurrection Lutheran Franklin Park 
YouTube”) and Twitch. 
 
Bible Study can be accessed via Zoom online (bit.ly/rlcfp-zoom) or by phone (312-626-
6799 Meeting ID: 230 167 8868, Password: 9777). You can also watch without partici-
pating on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rlcfp). 
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    The flowers today are from Donna & Wayne Molley in honor of  
    their anniversary.  
 
 
 

       
   This is the last week for “canned vegetables Sunday”  
   Any and all donations are always very much appreciated. Thank you! 
 
     
 

Sunday, October 1, 2023—45th Annual Eddie Biondo Fall Fest Parade 
Resurrection will be participating in this annual Village of Franklin Park event again 
this year. We will hand out bread, water and candy. Please see an Outreach Committee 
member for more information.  
 
 
To ensure Resurrection is staying current and connected with its community, Council 
would like to have its members along with congregation members attend the Village of 
Franklin Park President and Board of Trustees meetings that occur each month at  
Village Hall. Ideally, we would like to have one Council member and one congregation 
member attend each month. You do not have to commit to this every month. If you 
are interested in serving Resurrection in this capacity, please see Alan or put your name 
on the sign up sheet on the bulletin board. The next meeting that someone is needed 
to volunteer for is October 16.   
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Virginia S, June K and family, Dolores B, Janet G, Irwin K, 
Marvin K, and Donna T.  

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Ayla, Ryan & Samantha, Joe,  
Curtis, Allen, Pastor Tim,  Nancy, Susan, Victor, Richard, Sarah, Rocio, John M,  
Mike I, Sharon V, Gary V, Marina, Luisa, Nathan, Cyndy W, John B, Feodore, Atour, 
Billy G, Joyce S, Judy K, Kevin, Lynn, Stan and Darlene M, housekeeping staff at  
hospitals and nursing homes, the homeless, Elaine R, Lamone C, Linda B and Scott B.    
 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah G and Mike B.   


