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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the  
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action. 

 

Serving Our Neighbors by Sharing Our Blessings 
 

Sunday, January 28, 2024—9:30 AM 

 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 Holy Communion 
 
 

All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for 
God; in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church 
these are ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and 
words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word 
that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow 
Jesus.   
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 

CENTERING TIME  
2 minutes of silence to center our hearts for worship. 
Our time will conclude after the centering music. 
 
 

CENTERING MUSIC             
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS           
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
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P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
        endures forever.  
C   Amen. 
 
P     God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us  
      from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
      may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus  
      Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C   Amen.  
 
P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Time of silence and self-examination 
 
P    Gracious God,  
C    have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given  
      ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In  
      your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have      
      done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold 
      us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through  
      Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
P    God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us  
      alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus  
      Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through  
      the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
C   Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
SHARING OF PEACE      
 
 
STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART 
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OPENING HYMN                                                                                         ELW #886 
 

 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
       Holy Spirit be with you all.       
C   And also with you.    
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5 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  
C    Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence 
      and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that 
      is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and 
      know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
 
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20              
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law  
for the Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses  
assures the people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will  
proclaim the divine word.  
 
[Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among  
your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the  
Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice  
of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the 
Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a  
prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the  
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not  
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accounta- 
ble. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak  
in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall 
die.”  
          
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 111 (read responsively)  
 

   1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with | my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation. 
 2Great are your | works, O Lord, 
  pondered by all who de- | light in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness en- | dures forever. 
 4You cause your wonders to | be remembered; 
  you are gracious and full | of compassion.  
 5You give food to | those who fear you, 
  remembering forev- | er your covenant. 
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 6You have shown your people the power | of your works 
  in giving them the lands | of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithful- | ness and justice; 
  all of your pre- | cepts are sure. 
 8They stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
  because they are done in | truth and equity.  
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your cove- | nant forever; 
  holy and awesome | is your name. 
 10The fear of the Lord is the begin- | ning of wisdom; 
  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise en- | dures  
       forever.    
   
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13     
Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ 
as license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other,  
impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their  
behavior does not cause another to sin.  
 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”  
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does  
not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
 4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world  
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be 
so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— 
6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we 
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we  
exist. 
 7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so  
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an  
idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God” 
We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this  
liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if  
others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not,  
since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to  
idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are de- 
stroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their  
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of  
their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.   
 
P    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                            Page 142 

 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28       
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize 
Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave 
and people are amazed at his authority.  
 
P The holy gospel according to Mark  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man 
with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Naza-
reth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But 
Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, 
convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, 
and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to 
spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.  
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON                                                                                    Rev. Manoj K. Gunthoti                      
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                 ELW #614 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead.*    
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On the third day he rose again;   
       he ascended into heaven,  
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form,  
we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation.   
 

A brief silence. Each petition ends: 

P       God of grace,      
C     receive our prayer.        
 
P     Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 

prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
C    Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING                              
 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY SONG                     “We Are an Offering”                         ELW #692 
 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands,                                                                             
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,  
we are an offering.  

Scan to donate! 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish  
        your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all  
        may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ,  
       our Savior and Lord.  
C    Amen. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                    Page 144       
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father in heaven,  
         hallowed be your name,  
         your kingdom come,  
         your will be done,  
                 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
        as we forgive those  
                who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
         and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
        and the glory are yours,  
        now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited. The bread is gluten free. 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                                              Page 146   
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TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith to-
ward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   

C   Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
P    The Lord bless you and keep you.  
      The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
      The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.   
C   Amen.  
 
 
SENDING MUSIC            
 
 
STATING OUR MISSION 
P   Resurrection, what is our mission? 
C  Serving Our Neighbors by Sharing Our Blessings! 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P    Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C   Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell 
Director of Music: Henrietta Atkin 
Oboist: Wayne Ryerson  
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
          9:30 am       Worship, Holy Communion  
        11:00 am          Fellowship Hour 
 
THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 
 
Monday, January 29 
        12:00 pm       Food Pantry & Clothing Closet 

                                                          
Tuesday, January 30 
 
 
Wednesday, January 31 
          2:00 pm       Bible Study      
          6:00 pm       Choir Rehearsal  
          7:30 pm       Evening Service  

           
 Thursday, February 1  
          7:30 pm       Al-Anon Meeting 
 
Friday, February 2   
          Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath  

 
Saturday, February 3 
              
Sunday, February 4 
          9:30 am         Worship, Holy Communion   
                            
   
Online services are available via Facebook (www.facebook.com/rlcfp/live), YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/rlcfp or search for “Resurrection Lutheran Franklin Park 
YouTube”) and Twitch. 
 
Bible Study can be accessed via Zoom online (bit.ly/rlcfp-zoom) or by phone (312-626-
6799 Meeting ID: 230 167 8868, Password: 9777). You can also watch without partici-

pating on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rlcfp). 
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     The flowers today are to the glory of God.         
      
     The 2024 altar flower chart is on the bulletin board for anyone  
     that wants to sign up.        
 
      

      
    For the month of February we are asking for donations of  
    chicken soup. But all donations are very much appreciated.  
    Thank you! 
 
  
                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Russ S, Janet C, Lindsay, Valentina, Virginia S, June K and 
family, Dolores B, Janet G, Irwin K, Marvin K, and Donna T.  

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Pastor Finney, Dana, Leena, 
Jacque, Diane L, Marilyn R, Ed, Emily F, Lori, Michelle S, Ayla, Curtis, Allen, Pastor 
Tim, Nancy, Susan, Victor, Richard, Sarah, John M, Mike I, Sharon V, Gary V, Sophia, 
Marina, Luisa, Cyndy W, John B, Feodore, Atour, Billy G, Joyce S, Judy K, Lynn, Stan 
and Darlene M, housekeeping staff at hospitals and nursing homes, the homeless, Elaine 
R, Lamone C, Linda B and Scott B.    
 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah G and Mike B.   
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