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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue 

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone: 847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the  
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action. 

 
 

The nativity of Our Lord 

Christmas Eve Service 
December 24, 2020, 4:00 pm. 

 
All guests are welcome at the table of the Lord to receive communion if they have been 
baptized and believe Christ is present in the Sacrament.  Please fill out a pew card and 
give to the usher when coming forward for communion. 

 
We hope that you enjoy the pre-service music and spend this time reflecting and 
preparing your hearts and minds for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

 
 

Welcome this Christmas Eve. Please be seated and enjoy! 
 

     
PRELUDE                               
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 

OPENING HYMN                                                                                          ELW #283 
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GREETING 
P      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
       Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C    And also with you. 
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CHRISTMAS CANDLE-LIGHTING  
 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
All:        And also with you. 
Pastor:   We gather to celebrate the birth of the one who is the light of the world. 
All:        We are here to worship God - and his Son Jesus - born this night in  
              Bethlehem of Judea. 
 
Pastor:   We light the candle of hope. 
All:        Christ is our hope and our salvation.  He calls us to share our hope in  
              him with each other. 
 
Pastor:  We light the candle of peace. 
All:       Christ brings the peace of God to us.  He calls us to share the peace he  
              gives with each other. 
 
Pastor:   We light the candle of joy. 
All:       As Mary rejoiced in the birth of Jesus - so his birth in us brings us joy.    
              God calls us to share the joy he gives with each other. 
 
Pastor:   We light the candle of love.  
All:        Love never fails - it transforms all those who give it and receive it.  God  
              calls us to share his love with each other. 
 
 
Lighting The Christ Candle 
 

Pastor:   We light the Christ candle to remind us that the light of the world was born this 
              night. 

 

All:        The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  Those who  
              dwelt in a land of deep darkness - on them a light has shined. 
 

Pastor:   You, O Lord, have multiplied the nation.  You have increased its joy.  

 

All:        For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government shall be  
              upon his shoulder. 

 

Pastor:   His name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting  
              Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

All:        He is Emmanuel, for in him God is with us. 
 
 
From Rev. Richard J. Fairchild - Spirit Networks, 1993 - 2006 
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PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
SHARING OF PEACE 

 
INSTRUMENTAL                  

P    Hear the Word of the Lord from Isaiah 9:2-7: 

 
Please be seated 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7      
     2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
    7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  
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L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: 96 (read responsively) 
 

     1Sing to the Lord| a new song; 
  sing to the Lord, | all the earth. 
 2Sing to the Lord, bless the name | of the Lord; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
 4For great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods.  
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
  but you, O Lord, have | made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the Lord, you families | of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the Lord hon- | or and power. 
 8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the | holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the Lord.  
 9Worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
  tremble before the Lord, | all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The | Lord is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the   
       peoples with equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O Lord, 
  for you come to | judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peoples | with your truth.    
 
 
SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce  
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly,13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glo- 
ry of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he  
might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are  
zealous for good deeds.  
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L   The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Stand as you are able 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

 
GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14         
P    The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord  
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shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be 
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a man-
ger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Stand as you are able 
HYMN                                                   (verses 1, 2)                                       ELW #289   
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:15-20         
P    The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one anoth-
er, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shep-
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.  
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Stand as you are able 
HYMN                                 “Angels We Have Heard on High”                   ELW #289   
                                                          (verse 3 see page 8)                                                             
   
Please be seated 
SERMON                                                                    Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell 
 
 

HYMN                                                                                                              ELW #270                       
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
                                    the Father, the Almighty, 
                                    maker of heaven and earth, 
                                   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
                                   the only Son of God, 
                                   eternally begotten of the Father, 
                                   God from God, Light from Light, 
                                   true God from true God, 
                                  begotten, not made, 
                                   of one Being with the Father; 
                                   through him all things were made. 
                                   For us and for our salvation 
                                                                    he came down from heaven, 
                                                                     was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
                        and became truly human. 
                          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
                            he suffered death and was buried. 
                           On the third day he rose again 
                           in accordance with the scriptures; 
                            he ascended into heaven 
                           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
                            He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
                         and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
                                  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
                                    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
                                    who has spoken through the prophets. 
                                    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
                                    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
                                    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
                                                                         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let 
us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  
 
A brief silence.  Each petition ends: 
 

P       Hear us, O God  
C    Your mercy is great.  
 

P     God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our 
        prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.  
C    Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
OFFERING 
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Stand as you are able  
OFFERTORY HYMN                       “We Are an Offering”                        ELW #692 
 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering 
 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: 
we are an offering, we are an offering.  
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the  
       poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts,  
       let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and  
       heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
       Amen.  
 
 
 
DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                            
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy name, 
      thy kingdom come, 
       thy will be done, 
           on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those 
           who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD  
 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC                  
 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C   Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we  
      have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be  
      your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our  
      Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
Candle Lighting Instructions 
Please hold your candle up. Pastor Darryl will turn all of the candles on at 
once. The candles will  be extinguished when the lights come back on.  

 

CANDLELIGHTING HYMN                                                                       ELW# 281 
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Silence  
 

BLESSING 
P   May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial  
      relationships, so that we may live deep within our hearts. 
 

      May God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, 
      so that we may work for justice, freedom and peace. 
 

      May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection,  
      starvation and war, so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them and turn  
      their pain into joy. 
       

      And may God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can make a  
      difference in this world, so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.   
C   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                                                                                         ELW# 267 

 

DISMISSAL 
P    Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                
 
Reverend Patrick McGuire, pianist 
Cover art created by Joyce De Winter 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23703. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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      CELEBRATING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 

 
 

The Poinsettias decorating the sanctuary for Christmas are to the Glory of God and in 
honor or memory of loved ones from the following people: 

 
Linda Andrade in memory of her Sister Natalie and brother Jeff. 

 
Patrick & Susan Flanagan in memory of loved ones.  

 
Sue Koevenig in honor of all health care workers. 

 
Barb & Alan Miralgio in memory of Alan’s parents Frank & Agnes. 

 
Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell to the Glory of God. 
 
Virginia Schultz in memory of her husband Louis Schultz and her daughter Janet 
Ptaszynski. 

 
Sue and Russ Sprenger in memory of loved ones. 
 
Rita Von Ratzka in memory of the Brown Baggers and in memory of Lois Solt.  

 
Ron & Barb Ziemer in honor of Josiah & Jullienne Gross, and Ashley, Madison &  
Joshua Ziemer. 
 
 

Poinsettias may be taken home after the service  
or picked up Saturday between 1 and 2 PM. 
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