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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the  
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action. 

 
 

Sunday, March 19, 2023—9:30 AM 

 

LENT 4 – Who Sinned?    
 

 Holy Communion 
 
 
 

All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of 
the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In 
baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As 
David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls 
us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.  
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
CENTERING TIME  
3 minutes of silence to center our hearts for worship. 
Our time will conclude after the centering music. 
 
 
CENTERING MUSIC             
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP        
P  Scripture is full of questions…  
C  Where are you? 
P  Am I my brother’s keeper? 

 



2      2 

C  Whom shall I send?  
P   Who do you say that I am? 
C  Who sinned?  
P   How many times shall I forgive? 
C  If God is for us, who can be against us?  
P   Scripture is full of questions, so just like those in our scriptures, may we bring our  
      full curiosity and wonder into this space. Let us ask and seek after our merciful  
      God. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P    In today’s text, the disciples ask Jesus, “Who sinned?” They want to know who  
     around them could be blamed for suffering. The disciples want to identify who  
     around them had done wrong. In the prayer of confession, we stop pointing fingers  
     at others. In confession, we turn our attention toward ourselves and invite God into  
     that honest and vulnerable space. So do this counter-cultural thing with me today.  
     Let us pray: Who here has sinned?  
 
C  We have sinned. We put our heads in the sand. We ignored people in need. We  
     make false assumptions and fail to be kind. We are in need of forgiveness.  
 
P  Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold grudges, or keep 
     score. When you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When you lose  
     your way, God comes running. Thanks be to God for a love like that.  
 
C  Have you sinned? 
 
P  I have sinned. I put my head in the sand. I ignore people in need. I make false  
     assumptions and fail to be kind. I, too, am in need of forgiveness.  
 
C  Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold grudges, or 
     keep score. When you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When 
     you lose your way, God comes running. Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
     Amen.  
 
  
PEACE 
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C   And also with you. 
 
 
SHARING OF PEACE      
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OPENING HYMN                                                                                         ELW #779 

 
 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
      Spirit be with you all.       
C   And also with you.      
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P    God of Good news,  
C   there is reading your Word, there is hearing your Word, and then there is  
      tunneling ourselves into your Word— harvesting your Word, building a home  
      in your Word, laying your Word over us like a blanket, wrapping ourselves in  
      your Word, know your Word like the back of our hand, singing your Word,  
      planting ourselves like a garden in your Word. God, we could listen to scripture 
      like we listen to the news, or we could cocoon ourselves in your Word and it  
      could change us entirely. So bundle us up. Give us the latter. We want to know  
      you. With hopeful hearts we pray, amen. 
   
 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13    
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not  
match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came  
endowment with the Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen succes- 
sor to Saul.  
 
1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him  
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse  
the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said,  
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer  
with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice,  
and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I  
name to you.” 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The  
elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?”  
5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and  
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them 
 to the sacrifice. 
 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now 
before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on  
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as  
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart”.  
8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has  
the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither  
has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and  
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse,  
“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keep- 
ing the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down 
until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beauti- 
ful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the  
one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his  
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brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.  
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.  
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 23 (read responsively)  
 
    1The Lord| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever.   
 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14     
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in  
ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.  
 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— 
9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out  
what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but in- 
stead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, 
13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes  
visible is light. Therefore it says, 
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.”   
 

P    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                              Page 189 

 
GOSPEL: John  9:1-41                          
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual 
blindness to the things of God.  
 

P The holy gospel according to John 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be 
revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Silo-
am” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, 
“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, 
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 
and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also be-
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gan to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my 
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who 
is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the 
blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is 
a prophet.” 
 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this 
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents an-
swered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not 
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is 
of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of 
the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; 
ask him.” 
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not 
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 
see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He 
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want 
to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, 
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The 
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, 
and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does 
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not 
from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in 
sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 
believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with 
you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came 
into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do 
see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, 
“Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would 
not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”   
      
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                                                  Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell                                                                    
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                   ELW #815 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
 
C   We believe in a merciful God, a God who does not keep score, a God who wants 
      good for us. We believe in a creative God, a God who would heal with mud, a  
      God capable of seeing what we cannot. We believe in a saving God, a God who  
      heals, a God who greets our questions with patience, a God who sends us out  
      with hope in our step. What wondrous love is this. Amen. 
  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray 
for the church, the world, and all of creation.  

A brief silence.  Each petition ends: 

 

P       Merciful God,             
C     receive our prayer.     
 
P     We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise 

to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.   
C    Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING         
                    
 
OFFERTORY SONG                     “We Are an Offering”                         ELW #692 
 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,  
we are an offering.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of  
       grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your  
       bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
 
SENDING HYMN                                                                                          ELW #793 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                    Page 190        

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father in heaven,  
         hallowed be your name,  
         your kingdom come,  
         your will be done,  
                 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
        as we forgive those  
                who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
         and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
        and the glory are yours,  
        now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                                              Page 191   
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TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C   Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in  
      our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a  
      making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus  
      Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
P   As you leave this place, may God bless you with seeking. Seek out the hungry. Seek 
     the weary. Seek the good in every person you pass. Seek out the hopeful. Seek the 
     faithful. Seek God in each of us. As you seek and as you wonder, may you find what 
     you are looking for. In the name of our loving God, who is always seeking us, go 
     now in peace.  
C  Amen. 
 
 
SENDING MUSIC            
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell 
Director of Music: Henrietta Atkin 
Oboist: Wayne Ryerson  
 
Some of the prayers used today are by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | 

sanctifiedart.org.  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
          9:30 am     Worship, Holy Communion  

 
THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 

 
Monday, March 20 
        12:00 pm       Food Pantry & Clothing Closet 
         
Tuesday, March 21 
          
Wednesday, March 22 
          1:00 pm       Midweek Lenten Service 
          2:00 pm       Bible Study 
          6:30 pm       Vocal Coaching 
          7:00 pm       Evening Lenten Prayer Service 
          7:30 pm       Choir Rehearsal 
 
 Thursday, March 23 
          7:30 pm       Al-Anon Meeting 

 
Friday, March 24   
          Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath  

 
Saturday, March 25 

 
Sunday, March 26  
          9:30 am          Worship, Holy Communion   
        11:00 am        Coffee Hour 
         
   
  
Online services are available via Facebook (www.facebook.com/rlcfp/live), YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/rlcfp or search for “Resurrection Lutheran Franklin Park 
YouTube”) and Twitch. 
 
Bible Study can be accessed via Zoom online (bit.ly/rlcfp-zoom) or by phone (312-626-
6799 Meeting ID: 230 167 8868, Password: 9777). You can also watch without partici-
pating on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rlcfp). 
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    The flowers today are to celebrate Lindsay’s 35th Birthday!  
    Thanks be to God for His love, lessons and blessings.  
  
      

 
          
     We are starting “mac & cheese Sunday”. We are also in  
      need of chicken and beef Ramen soup. All donations are   
      are very much appreciated. Thank you! 
 
  

 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY FOR MEMBERS: June K and family, Wayne R, Barb Z, Dolores B, Janet G, 
Irwin K, Marvin K, and Donna T.  

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Susan, RoiAnne and her daughter 
Cyndy,  Billie O, Rocio, Walter M, John M, Mike I, Sharon V, Gary V, Warren, Marina, 
Luisa, Nathan, Ruth, Cyndy W, John B, Feodore, Atour, Billy G, Joyce S, Judy K, Sue 
Koevenig’s nephew Kevin, and niece Alison V, Terry, Stan and Darlene M, Sue Flana-
gan’s son Robert, housekeeping staff at hospitals and nursing homes, the  
homeless, Karen Shumaker’s brother Curtis, Lynn, Elaine R, Lamone C, Russ 
Sprenger’s daughter Kimberly S, Linda B and Janet Grace’s son-in-law Scott B.    
 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah Gross, Edward Scharlow, Mike 
Brimie, Robert Dilks, and Mike Ignoffo.   
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This is the last Sunday to place your Easter flower order. Please  

     fill out the form and put it in the collection plate or call your order in to the  
     office. You can send your payment in or pay online if you are not  

     able to pay today.    

 
 

EASTER FLOWERS 
 

You are invited to share in decorating the church with flowers for Easter by ordering 
spring plants that you make take home after worship service on Easter Sunday.  
 
If you would like to have a plant reserved in your name, please either complete the form 
below and drop it in the offering plate along with your payment, send it in the mail or 
drop it off at the church.  
Orders need to be received or called in to the office no later than Sunday, March 
19.    
 
 
PLEASE ORDER _____ Easter plant (s) 
 
_____   Easter Lily $21.00 
 
_____   Hyacinth $14.00 
 
_____   Tulip $14.00 
 
 
NAME________________________________ 
 
PHONE_______________________________ 
 
Given in honor or in memory (please circle one) 
 
 
of:______________________________________ 


