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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the  
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action. 

 
 

Sunday, April 30, 2023—9:30 AM 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter  
 

 Holy Communion 
 
 
 

All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the 
sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our 
heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he 
spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of 
the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
CENTERING TIME  
3 minutes of silence to center our hearts for worship. 
Our time will conclude after the centering music. 
 
 
CENTERING MUSIC             
 
 
 
 
 

 



2      2 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS           
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
        endures forever.  
C   Amen. 
 

P     God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us  
      from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
      may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus  
      Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C   Amen.  
 

P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Time of silence and self-examination 
 
P    Gracious God,  
C    have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given  
      ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In  
      your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have      
      done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold 
      us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through  
      Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

P    God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us  
      alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus  
      Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through  
      the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
C   Amen. 
 

  
 

PEACE 
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 
 
 
SHARING OF PEACE      
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OPENING HYMN                                                                                       ELW #385 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
      Spirit be with you all.       
C   And also with you.      
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                         Page 167 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Refrain 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

Refrain 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P    Let us pray.  
C   O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety  
      through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in  
      certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus 
      Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
      one God, now and forever. Amen.    
 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47       
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on  
the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new  
community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures  
that everyone has enough.  
 
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the  
breaking of bread and the prayers. 
 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would  
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  
46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home 
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill 
of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being  
saved.  
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 23 (read responsively)  
 1The Lord| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever.  
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25        
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties,  
hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our  
path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity.   
 
    19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 
20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you  
endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you  
have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that  
you should follow in his steps. 
 22“He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten;  
but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his  
body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his  
wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you  
have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.  
 
P    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                              Page 171 

 
GOSPEL: John 10:1-10                             
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual 
leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.  
 

P The holy gospel according to John 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
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[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all 
his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his 
voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not 
know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 
 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All 
who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am 
the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pas-
ture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly.”  
   

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON                                                                  Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell                                                                    
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                   ELW #778 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead.*    
On the third day he rose again;   
       he ascended into heaven,  
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen 
  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let 
us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.   

A brief silence. Each petition ends: 

 

P       Hear us, O God              
C     Your mercy is great.  
 
P     Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to 

you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  
C    Amen. 
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OFFERING         
                    
 
OFFERTORY SONG                     “We Are an Offering”                         ELW #692 
 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,  
we are an offering.  
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us  
       with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and  
       generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through  
       Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
 
 
SENDING HYMN                                                                                          ELW #361 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                    Page 173        

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father in heaven,  
         hallowed be your name,  
         your kingdom come,  
         your will be done,  
                 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
        as we forgive those  
                who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
         and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
        and the glory are yours,  
        now and forever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 
 
 

LAMB OF GOD                                                                                              Page 174   

 

 
TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to  
     conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your  
     people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show  
     your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.  
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BLESSING 
P   The Lord bless you and keep you.  
        The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
        The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
C     Amen. 
 
 
SENDING MUSIC            
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell 
Director of Music: Henrietta Atkin 
Oboist: Wayne Ryerson  
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
          9:30 am     Worship, Holy Communion  
        11:00 am       Coffee Hour 

        
THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 

 
Monday, May 1 
        12:00 pm       Food Pantry & Clothing Closet 
         
Tuesday, May 2  
          
Wednesday, May 3 
          1:00 pm       Midweek Service 
          2:00 pm       Bible Study 
          7:00 pm       Evening Service 

 
 Thursday, May 4 
          7:30 pm       Al-Anon Meeting 

 
Friday, May 5   
          Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath  

 
Saturday, May 6 

 
Sunday, May 7  
          9:30 am          Worship, Holy Communion   
                 
   
  
Online services are available via Facebook (www.facebook.com/rlcfp/live), YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/rlcfp or search for “Resurrection Lutheran Franklin Park 
YouTube”) and Twitch. 
 
Bible Study can be accessed via Zoom online (bit.ly/rlcfp-zoom) or by phone (312-626-
6799 Meeting ID: 230 167 8868, Password: 9777). You can also watch without partici-

pating on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rlcfp). 
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       The flowers today are from Sue Flanagan in honor of her son  
         Robert’s birthday.   
  
      
   
      

 
      We are starting “chicken noodle soup Sunday”. Any and all  
      donations are very much appreciated. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
PRAY FOR MEMBERS: June K and family, Dolores B, Janet G, Irwin K, Marvin K, 
and Donna T.  

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Winnie E, Judy Hajek’s sister  
Nancy, Susan, Victor, Richard, Sara, Billie O, Rocio, Walter M, John M, Mike I, Sharon 
V, Gary V,  Marina, Luisa, Nathan, Cyndy W, John B, Feodore, Atour, Billy G, Joyce 
S, Judy K, Kevin, Terry, Stan and Darlene M, housekeeping staff at hospitals and  
nursing homes, the homeless, Curtis, Lynn, Elaine R, Lamone C, Kimberly S, Linda B 
and Scott B.    
 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah Gross, Edward Scharlow, and Mike 
Brimie.   
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