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Serving Our Neighbors by Sharing Our Blessings

Friday, March 29, 2024
Good Friday

Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion
account, Jesus reveals the power and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and
sentenced to death. Standing with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for
the whole world in the ancient bidding prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to all.
We gather in solemn devotion, but always with the promise that the tree around
which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. We depart silently, and we anticipate
the culmination of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil.

Prelude Apres Un Reve, Gabriel Faure

Procession of the Cross

Behold the life-giving cross, on which hung the savior of the whole world.
O, come, let us worship him.
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Call to Worship

Our worship service today is a different take on the Stations of the Cross. Together, we
will journey through Jesus’ final moments through the eyes of his disciple, Peter. In
Peter, we see a little of all of us—he is devout and resolute, zealous and rash, and even
fearful and flawed. If any of us can locate ourselves in the crucifixion story, it is likely
we can see ourselves in Peter.



This is a service of confession, lament, and repentance. Through Peter’s experience, we
will consider our own. We will look closely at the events of Good Friday to help us hon-
estly assess who we are. As Jesus tells Peter the truth about himself, we will consider
the truth about ourselves.

James Baldwin once said, “Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can
be changed until it is faced.”' Let us journey together through this difficult day, trusting
in God’s power and willingness to bind our wandering hearts to God’s own self.
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Call to Confession

Good Friday belongs to confession.

For on this day, we hold up to the light everything that went wrong 2,000 years ago;
and as we do, we are reminded of everything that is going wrong in the present day.
So we breathe deeply. We bow our heads.

We speak the truth out loud about who we long to be, and we trust that God is
already reaching out for us as we speak.

Knowing that, let us pray together. . .

Prayer of Confession

God of unfathomable mercy, if we were there,

we’d like to think that we would have defended you.

We’d like to think that we would have stopped the guards and silenced the mock-
ery, protected your body and defended your name.

However, if we’re honest with ourselves, we probably would have been at the edge of
the crowd—silent and afraid. How often are we silent and afraid? How often do we
wait for the stones to cry out for us? Forgive us. Please forgive us. Amen.

Words of Forgiveness

Even from his place on the cross, even while being met with cruelty and violence, Je-
sus overflows with truth and grace.

He sees those around him.

He speaks connection and belonging into existence. He offers forgiveness.

Friends, if this is true from the cross, it is certainly true here. We are surrounded by grace.
We are held in love.

We are forgiven—over and over again.

That truth never changes. Thanks be to God.

Prayer of the Day

Holy God, as we journey through this familiar story, help us to understand it anew.
Show us, O God, where we find ourselves in the narrative, and move us toward a more
just and compassionate future. Amen.

Hymn “He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word”’African American Spiritual

Affirmation of Faith

We believe that the crucifixion shows us the worst in humanity—
violence inflicted on the innocent, shame poured out in excess,
mockery for the sake of mockery, and abandonment of those we love.

We believe that Jesus shows us the best in humanity—
grace where grace is undeserved,



humility in the face of power,
justice in the face of oppression,
love that overcomes.

So today, as one voice, we choose
the latter.
We choose
love.

We choose
grace.

We choose
one another.
We choose

to remember.
Let it be so.
Amen.

Station 1: Peter resists then receives the foot washing

John 13:1-20

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to
leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end.

* The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son
of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. * Jesus knew that the Father had put all things
under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; *so he
got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his
waist. > After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.

%He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

" Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”

8<«No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”

?“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as
well!”

' Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole
body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” ' For he knew
who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.

'2When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his
place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. "> “You call
me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what I am. '*Now that I, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s
feet. '° I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for
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you. '®Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messen-
ger greater than the one who sent him. '’ Now that you know these things, you will
be blessed if you do them.

'8 <] am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this
passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’

1< am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will be-
lieve that I am who I am. ** Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send
accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.”

L: We have heard the words of scripture. Let us now use our holy imaginations to read
between the words and consider how Peter might have felt in these moments. Hear
now a dramatic reading inspired by John 13:1-20.

Peter: This feels . . . strange. What does Jesus mean by all this? What does he mean by
saying that not all of us are clean? He washed our feet, which was . . . strange. But
I trust my teacher. I’ve given up everything to follow him. Is that not love? His
words seem . . . strange. What does he know? What is he not saying?

Congregational Response (Naming who we are called to serve)

Lord, I Want to Be a Christian in My Heart, arr. Florence Price

Station 2: Jesus foretells Peter’s denials
John 13:31-38
! When [Judas] was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glo-
rified in him. **If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will
glorify him at once.

?“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as
I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
**“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. ** By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.”
3% Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”
Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.”
37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”
¥ Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell

you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!

Congregational Response (Naming those we love profoundly )

Calvary, African-American Spiritual
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Station 3: Peter draws his sword

John 18:1-11

When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron
Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it.
2Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with
his disciples. * So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some
officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns
and weapons.

* Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is
it you want?”

> “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) ® When
Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.

8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men
20.” ° This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost
one of those you gave me.”

' Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant,
cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)

' Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father
has given me?”

L: Violence in all its forms is a public health issue. March for Our Lives, a movement
started by youth impacted by a shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School, notes that gun violence is the leading cause of death for children in the
United States. The Centers for Disease Control estimates that 41% of women and
26% of men have experienced some form of intimate partner violence in their life-
times. According to the American Public Health Association, violence
“disproportionately impacts people of color and other oppressed groups such as
the [...] LGBTQIA population and those living below the poverty line.
Communities living without adequate resources and those facing unfair treatment
are more susceptible to all health issues. Exposure to violence is the greatest
predictor of future violence.””

Congregational Response (Prayer of confession)

L: Please join me in our unison prayer of confession:

C: Holy One, we are convicted of our addiction to violence. We lament the proliferation
and use of firearms. We bemoan the staggering statistics of intimate partner vio-
lence. Yet, we confess our own complicity in the pain of our neighbors. Whether we
have picked up a gun, uttered harmful words about each other, or simply refused to
acknowledge another’s pain, we have betrayed the peace you left with us. We have built
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war economies that make conflict profitable. We have created societies that justify the
violence of food and housing insecurity, racism, discrimination, and marginaliza-
tion. God of grace, have mercy upon us, and save us from weak resignation to these
evils. Amen.

We Will Walk Through the Valley in Peace, arr. Mabry and Schwarz

Station 4: Jesus is arrested and Peter denies Christ

John 18:12-18

"2 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested
Jesus. They bound him " and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of
Caiaphas, the high priest that year. '* Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish
leaders that it would be good if one man died for the people.

15 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was
known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, '® but Peter
had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest,
came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in.

17«You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter.

He replied, “I am not.”

'8 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep
warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.

L: I invite you to turn your attention to the image printed in your bulletins or on your
screen which shows a portion of an artwork created by Rev. T. Denise Anderson,
inspired by Peter denying Christ. Of this piece, the artist writes:

“Here, I try to capture Peter’s initial paralysis when he’s first asked if he’s one of Jesus’
disciples. When Jesus was arrested, Peter had only begun to see the full extent of
the empire’s cruelty. ‘“Would they do to me what they’ve done to him?’ he must
have asked himself. Maybe he could be so zealous for Jesus in the past because it
was all an abstraction. Now, things have gotten frighteningly real.”

—Rev. T. Denise Anderson

L: Friends, when we think of violence, we think of calculated, deliberate, or impas-
sioned action. In this station, we are confronted with the violence of inaction. Peter
has now seen the lengths that power would go to silence Jesus. When asked if he
was one of Jesus’ disciples, Peter freezes. He must suspect that, if his association
to Jesus were made known, he might be met with the same violence. Please join
me in prayer:

C: Merciful God, we confess that, too often, we’ve been inactive bystanders in the
face of someone else’s victimization. Forgive us for choosing self-preservation
over justice. Amen.

O the Deep Deep Love of Jesus, arr. Trevor Manor
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Station 5: Peter denies Christ again and again
John 18:19-27
' Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.
29« have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or
at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. *' Why question
me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.”
*>When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is this the
way you answer the high priest?”” he demanded.
2 “If | said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke
the truth, why did you strike me?” ** Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high
priest.
Peter’s Second and Third Denials
» Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked him,
“You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?”
He denied it, saying, “I am not.”
% One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut
off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” *’ Again Peter
denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow.

L: I invite you to now gaze upon the complete artwork titled The Descent by Rev. T.
Denise Anderson, which is printed in your bulletin projected on your screen. This
is a piece created entirely out of fabric. Anderson shares these words about the art-
work as a whole:

“From [the top], Peter descends into more fear—the kind that does not help us to be our
best selves. I depict him going from stunned to defensive and then to belligerent,
navigating the full spectrum of the fight, flight, or freeze responses to perceived
threat. By the time the cock crows as Jesus predicted (see if you can make out the
bird’s faint silhouette in the lower right-hand corner), Peter probably no longer
recognizes himself. He must feel deflated and ashamed. At the end of his descent
he is different, so I depict him differently from his three prior denials. He has
much less fire in his countenance and can’t even open his eyes to face what he’s
done.

The flames recall the fire where Peter warmed himself, but they also represent purifica-
tion and illumination. Peter is forced to see himself as he truly is—as Jesus had
already shown him. Who will he choose to be after this? When we are confronted
with who we truly are, who will we choose to be after that confrontation? As we
look at Peter’s journey, it’s my prayer that we will consider and meditate on our
own.”

—Rev. T. Denise Anderson

Congregational Response (Reflecting on the art and participating in Peter’s denial)

Sometimes I feel like a Motherless Child, arr. Florence Price
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Station 6: Jesus is Crucified
John 19:1-30
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. * The soldiers twisted together a crown of
thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe * and went up to him
again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!”” And they slapped him in the face.
*Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing
him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” > When
Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them,
“Here is the man!”
® As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify!
Crucify!”
But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a
charge against him.”
"The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must
die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.”
¥ When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid,  and he went back inside the pal-
ace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. '’ “Do
you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free

ou or to crucify you?”

! Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from
above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”

12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If
you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a
king opposes Caesar.”

'3 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a
place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). '* It was the day of
Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon.
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.
1> But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”
“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked.
“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.
' Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.
The Crucifixion of Jesus
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. '’ Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place
of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). '® There they crucified him, and with
him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.
! Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE
KING OF THE JEWS. * Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was cru-
cified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. *' The
chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,” but
that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”
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22 pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
> When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four
shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seam-
less, woven in one piece from top to bottom.
*“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,

“They divided my clothes among them

and cast lots for my garment.”

So this is what the soldiers did.
23 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas,
and Mary Magdalene. ** When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he
loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” " and to the disci-
ple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
The Death of Jesus
*¥ Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be
fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” ** A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a
sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’
lips. " When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed
his head and gave up his spirit.

Were You There? ELW #353
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2 Were vyou there when they nailed him to the tree?
3 Were vyou there when they pierced him in the side?
4 Were vyou there when the sun re - fused to shine?
5 Were vyou there when they laid him in the tomb?
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Were you there when they c¢cru - ¢ - fied my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed him to  the ftree?
Were you there when they pierced him in  the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him in  the tomb?
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Were you there when they cru - c¢i - fied my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed him to  the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Dismissal

L: “Prone to wander, Lord, we feel it, prone to leave the God we love.” Friends, we are
more like Peter than we may like to admit. Our Lord has died and we were not
there. And so, tonight we grieve with Peter. Our wandering hearts are heavy.

But as you leave this place, remember: your wandering heart is always tethered to the
love of God. God’s abundant grace existed for Peter and it exists for you. God’s
love will never run out. So go now in peace, trusting that streams of mercy shall
find us all. Amen.

Depart in silence

Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell

Musicians: Henrietta Atkin
Wayne Ryerson
Resurrection Lutheran Choir

Portions of the liturgy by T. Denise Anderson | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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