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Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the  
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action. 

 
 

Sunday, November 28, 2021—9:30 AM 

 

First Sunday of Advent    
 

Holy Communion 
 

All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card  and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expecta-
tion, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for 
these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for Da-
vid.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” 
Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them 
we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, 
and the advent of Christ in word and supper.  
 
 
WELCOME  

 
 

CENTERING PRAYER 
 
 

CENTERING MUSIC 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS           
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
        endures forever.  
C   Amen. 
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P     God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us  
      from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
      may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus  
      Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C   Amen.  
 

P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Time of silence and self-examination 
 
P    Gracious God,  
C    have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given our- 
      selves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
      compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
      things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
      so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
      Savior and Lord. Amen.  
  

P    God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us  
      alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus  
      Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through  
      the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
C   Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
SHARING OF PEACE      

 
OPENING HYMN                                                                                         ELW #242 
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GREETING 
P      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
       Spirit be with you all. 
C    And also with you. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

P   Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! 
      Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises of God with  
      prayer. 
 

P    We light this candle in hope. 
 
 
HYMN                                            (verses 1 & 2)                                         ELW #257  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P    Let us pray 
C   Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert  
      us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice,   
      for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
      forever. Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16  
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relation 
ship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In  
today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”— 
proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel.  
 
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to  
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a  
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness  
in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And  
this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”  
          

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10  (read responsively) 
 
     1To | you, O Lord, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O Lord, 
  and teach | me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting.  
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, 

O Lord. 



6 

    8You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 
 10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.   
   
 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13   
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with  
gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy,  
and blessings for the people of this growing church.  
 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our  
God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to 
face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 
12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all,  
just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that  
you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 
his saints.  
 
P    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Stand as you are able 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
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GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36  
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound.  
On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s  
people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption.      
 

P The holy gospel according to Luke  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will 
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 
power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as 
they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 
near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of 
God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have 
taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunk-
enness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like 
a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all 
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”  
 

P    The gospel of the Lord 
C   Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Please be seated 
SERMON                                                                   Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell                                

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                  ELW #438 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead.*    
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On the third day he rose again;   
       he ascended into heaven,  
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray 
for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.  
   
A brief silence.  Each petition ends: 
 

P       Hear us, O God.       
C     Your mercy is great.   
 

P     God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.  

C    Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
OFFERING     
 

 

Stand as you are able  
OFFERTORY SONG                      “We Are an Offering”                         ELW #692 
 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
 

Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,  
we are an offering.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,  
       and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all  
       those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG                                                                                           ELW #252 
 

 
Please be seated 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father in heaven,  
         hallowed be your name,  
         your kingdom come,  
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         your will be done,  
                 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
        as we forgive those  
                who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
         and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
        and the glory are yours,  
        now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 
 
 
Please be seated 
LAMB OF GOD      
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TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C   God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 

hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds 
and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 
 
BLESSING 
P     Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; return no one 
       evil for evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, and help the suffering;  
       honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit  
C    Amen. 
 
 
SENDING MUSIC 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P    Go in peace to love and serve the world, for the sake of the Lord! 
C   Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons v.20211019.1122 Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

      
Pastor                                                          Darryl Thompson Powell   
Director of Music   Henrietta Atkin 
Oboe                                                                      Wayne Ryerson 
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  The flowers today are from Joyce De Winter in memory of  
  Howard and Ina De Winter.    
     
 
 

 
   
TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
           9:30 am        Worship, Holy Communion   
                                  
 
THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 
 
Monday, November 29 
        12:00 pm      Food Pantry & Clothing Closet 

 
Tuesday, November 30      
         
Wednesday, December 1  
        12:15 pm      Care Team Meeting 
          1:00 pm      Midweek Worship Service 
          2:00 pm      Bible Study 
          7:00 pm      Evening Prayer Service 
          7:30 pm      Choir Rehearsal  

           
Thursday, December 2  
          7:30 pm       Al-Anon Meeting 

 
Friday, December 3    
          Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath  
 

  
Saturday, December 4  

         
Sunday, December 5     
          9:30 am         Worship, Holy Communion      
        11:00 am      Decorate Church for Christmas  
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    All donations are appreciated! The items that we currently   
    need are: macaroni and cheese, canned carrots, shampoo,  
    deodorant and bar soap. Thank you!  
 
 

 
      
      
    The Clothing Closet is in need of men’s winter coats.            
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Irwin K, Janet G, Donna T, Dave N, and Marvin K. 

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Billy G, Walter Molley, Joyce S, 
Judy K. Sue Koevenig’s nephew Kevin, and niece Alison V, Barb Miralgio’s mother 
Anne, Terry, Stan and Darlene Majka, Beth Silenzi’s friend Luke and his family, Sue  
Flanagan’s son Robert, housekeeping staff at hospitals and nursing homes, Fred  
Shoemaker, Karen Shumaker’s brother Curtis and cousin Joan, Lynn, Elaine R,  
Lamone Carter, Eileen Gorski, Russ Sprenger’s daughter Kimberly Shubinski, Sophia, 
Linda Bike, Christine Riep, and Janet Grace’s son-in-law Scott Backus.    
 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah Gross, Edward Scharlow, Mike 
Brimie, Robert Dilks, and Mike Ignoffo.   
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  Join in decorating the church for Christmas on Sunday, December 5,  
  following worship service. Bring your favorite Christmas cookies to  
  share. Beverages will be provided.  
 
 

 
  Help Brighten a Child’s Christmas This Year! 
 
  The Outreach Committee will be donating $250.00 to Lutheran Social 
  Services of Illinois (LSSI) foster care and family Christmas program. 
  We are inviting members to join us. Our hope it to meet or exceed   
  that amount from member contributions (last year RLC members  
  generously contributed $460.00!).       

 
For families who were already struggling, the pandemic has made the cost of warm 
winter coats, boots, hats, holiday meals, and Christmas presents even further out of 
reach. Dedicated staff members at LSSI foster care and family support programs are 
working to identify and meet the urgent needs of the children and families served by 
each location throughout the state, and ensure that every child receives a Christmas  
present this year.  
 
If you are interested, donations can be dropped off, mailed, or sent to us electronically 
as you normally send in your weekly offerings to the church. Checks should be made 
payable to Resurrection Lutheran Church. Please mark your donations “LSSI  
Christmas”.  
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity!  
 
 
 

LONGEST NIGHT/BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE: Monday, December 20th, 
7pm (At United in Faith Lutheran Church, 6525 W Irving Park Rd, Chicago, IL  

 
While Advent is a season of hope and Christmas is a season of joy, not everyone feels 
hopeful or joy filled. Grief, illness, aging, depression, loneliness, unemployment, and 
loss are magnified. Even those who are not struggling with losses may feel the stress of 
preparations and expectations around Christmas time. We come together seeking heal-
ing and room to share grief, sadness, loneliness, or confusion when these emotions often 
feel out of place during the holidays. Join us for songs, scripture, prayer, and a time for 
personal reflection. 
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Poinsettias for Christmas 
 
You are invited to share in decorating the church for Christmas by ordering poinsettias 
for $10.00 each. 
 
If you would like to have a plant reserved in your name, please complete this form,  
include payment and drop in the offering plate, turn it into the office, or send it in the 
mail. The last day to order is Sunday, December 12. 
 
You have the opportunity to dedicate your plant in honor or in memory of a loved one.   
Please indicate your wishes below. 
 
 
Please order_________ Poinsettia (s) 
 
Name:____________________________________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________________________ 
 
Given in honor/memory of (please circle one): 
 
__________________________________________________ 
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