
1 

Resurrection Lutheran Church 
9777 Grand Avenue  

Franklin Park, IL 60131 
Phone:  847-455-7013   

E-mail: office@rlcfp.org, Website: www.rlcfp.org   
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church is called by God, to reach beyond our walls and share the  
Good News, bringing Christ to the world through Prayer, Love, and Action. 

 
 

Sunday, December 4, 2022—9:30 AM 

 

Second Sunday of Advent  
 

 Holy Communion 
 
 

All are welcome to commune and receive Christ in bread and wine. Please fill out  
a communion card and give it to the usher when coming forward for Communion.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
When the angel Gabriel comes to Mary, she is perplexed and confused—and no doubt, 
afraid. And yet, the angel’s news is: “Do not be afraid.” Do not be afraid. We hear this 
refrain all throughout the Christmas story and remember it is the most common phrase 
in all the bible. From generation to generation, God shows up in the midst of our fear 
and uncertainty and confusion. From generation to generation, faithful people have said 
“yes” despite apprehension. From generation to generation, our ancestors in faith have 
accepted the invitation. The prophecy in Isaiah paints a vision of what we work toward 
when we say “yes”: righteousness and equity reign, the wolf lives with the lamb, no 
harm or hurt shall destroy the earth, a child shall lead the way. 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 

CENTERING TIME  
3 minutes of silence to center our hearts for worship. 
Our time will conclude after the centering music. 
 
 

CENTERING MUSIC             
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS           
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at  
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
 
P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  
        endures forever.  
C   Amen. 
 
P    Fear can be a good thing. It can help us be attentive while driving down the  
      highway. It can alert us to possible accidents. It can motivate us to do our best. 
      However, fear can also be harmful. For so many of us, fear of the other, fear  
      of failure, or fear of the unknown has led us to make sinful choices in our lives— 
      choices such as building walls or tearing others down. Today, in confession,  
      we ask for mercy and pray for guidance. As we confess, we come before an  
      entirely merciful and loving God who says to us, “Do not be afraid.” Let us pray:  
 
C    Patient God, you know just how often we make decisions from a place of fear  
      rather than love. You know just how often we allow fear to take the place of  
      logic, fanning unhealthy fires in our lives. You know just how often we tuck  
      your words, “Do not be afraid” on dusty shelves and in the back of closets,  
      stubbornly holding onto our own point of view. Forgive us for giving fear the  
      microphone. Silence the voices of scarcity, shame, and rejection, which spark  
      and feed so much of our fear, to recenter us in love. With hope we pray, amen.  
 
P    Family of faith, even when we forget God’s words, God does not forget us. Even  
      when we lose our way, God does not lose us. Even when we fall short or make 
        mistakes, God forgives and holds onto us. We are known, forgiven, and loved.  
         Thanks be to God!  
 
C   Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
SHARING OF PEACE      
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OPENING HYMN                                                                                        ELW #249  

 
 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
      Spirit be with you all.       
C   And also with you.      
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

P   Over a hundred people, from the ages of two to eighty years old, were asked the 
     question, “What are you afraid of?” Here are some of their answers: 
 
Reader 1: Not being enough. 
Reader 2: Not making enough of a difference.  
Reader 3: Falling down. 
Reader 4: That we will forget we belong to one another.  
Reader 1: Climate change. 
Reader 2: My child having to learn gun violence drills at school.  
Reader 3: Spiders. 
Reader 4: Not having someone to take care of me; not having someone who knows my 
stories.  
Reader 1: My mental health slipping. 
Reader 2: Ending up alone. 
Reader 3: Nightmares. 
Reader 4: Stopping short of following God all the way. 
Reader 2: Today we light the candle of peace, because we so desperately need God’s 
peace in the midst of all we fear. 
 
The second candle is lit 
 
Reader 2: May this light be a reminder that Christ is coming. God was with generations 
before, God is with us today, and God will be with us tomorrow. Even now, God is on 
the way.  
C: Amen. 
 
 
HYMN                                            (verses 3 & 4)                                           ELW #257 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Holy God,  
C   whether it’s through angels or music, friendships or sermons, study or nature— 
      when you speak, we long to hear it. In a world as chaotic and broken as ours,  
      we could use your words of hope and healing. With gratitude we pray, amen. 
 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10        
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line  
(the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. 
Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.  
 

     
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
     He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
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  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall  
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  
    

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM  72:1-7, 18-19 (read responsively)  
 

   1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R 
 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 

  



7 

   7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
 18Blessed are you, Lord God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen.  
 
 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13          
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been  
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging  
each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.  
 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by  
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May  
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice  
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of  
God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of  
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 
9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may  
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
P    The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                            Page 188   

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12             
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to 
mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.  
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were  
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham  
as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
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does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the  
Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with un-
quenchable fire.”  
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON                                                                  Pastor Darryl Thompson Powell  
 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                  ELW #264 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
We believe in a God who knows our fears. We believe in a God who says, “Be not 
afraid.” We believe in a God who kicks off her shoes and wades into the muck of 
our lives with us. We believe in a God who stitches herself to our heels, and invites 
us to dance. We believe in a God who hemmed stars into the night sky so that we 
can find our way home, and who sends us friends with open doors, so we can find 
our way to love. We believe in a God who finds us in our fear and does not leave us 
alone. Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION—As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, 
let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.  

A brief silence.  Each petition ends: 

 

P       God, in your mercy,           
C     hear our prayer.    
 
P     God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers 

and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.   
C    Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING                              
 
 
OFFERTORY SONG                      “We Are an Offering”                         ELW #692 
 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  
we are an offering.  
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord use our lives, they are yours: 
we are an offering. 
 
All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, 
we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,  
we are an offering.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P     Let us pray. 
C    God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,  
       and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all  
       those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 
SENDING HYMN                                                                                          ELW #245 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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DIALOGUE 
P     The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
 

P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them up to the Lord.   
 

P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                    Page 190        

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father in heaven,  
         hallowed be your name,  
         your kingdom come,  
         your will be done,  
                 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
        as we forgive those  
                who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
         and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
        and the glory are yours,  
        now and forever. Amen.  
 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - all are invited *gluten free wafers are available. 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                                              Page 191                                                                                    
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TABLE BLESSING 
P      The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
         grace. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  
C   God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 
      hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds  
      and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior  
      and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
P   As you leave this place, may you go knowing that from generation to generation, we  
      have been claimed and loved. From generation to generation, God has been by our  
      side. From generation to generation, we are not alone. The God of yesterday and the  
      God of tomorrow knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, saying, “Go  
      be the person you are called to be, love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.”      
C   May it be so. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING MUSIC            
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P    Go in peace, not fear, and be a blessing in the world.  
C   Thanks be to God.   
 
 
Pastor: Darryl Thompson Powell 
Director of Music: Henrietta Atkin 
Oboist: Wayne Ryerson  
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003703. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
Many of the prayer used in todays service are by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC 
| sanctifiedart.org.”  
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
          9:30 am       Worship, Holy Communion  
        11:00 am       Decorating the church 
 
          
THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION 
 
Monday, December 5 
        12:00 pm       Food Pantry & Clothing Closet 
          6:00 pm       Finance Meeting 

                                                                                                                                
Tuesday, December 6  

 
Wednesday, December 7 
          1:00 pm       Advent Service 
          2:00 pm       Bible Study 
          7:00 pm       Advent Service 
          7:30 pm       Choir Rehearsal 

                     
 Thursday, December 8 
          7:30 pm       Al-Anon Meeting 
 
Friday, December 9   
          Pastor Darryl’s Sabbath  

 
Saturday, December 10 

         
Sunday, December 11  
          9:30 am         Worship, Holy Communion   
                    
     
    
Online services are available via Facebook (www.facebook.com/rlcfp/live), YouTube 
(www.youtube.com/rlcfp or search for “Resurrection Lutheran Franklin Park 
YouTube”) and Twitch. 
 
Bible Study can be accessed via Zoom online (bit.ly/rlcfp-zoom) or by phone (312-626-
6799 Meeting ID: 230 167 8868, Password: 9777). You can also watch without partici-

pating on YouTube (www.youtube.com/rlcfp). 
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   The flowers today are from Joyce De Winter in memory of Ina &  
   Howard De Winter.    
      
 
 

      
     We are starting “peanut butter Sunday” this month.   
     We are also in need of pasta sauce but all donations are very much  
      appreciated. Thank you! 
 

 
 
        
   Choir rehearsal is on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm.      
     
 
 

             
  Help Brighten a Child’s Christmas this Year! 
 
  The Outreach Committee will again be donating $250.00 to Lutheran  
  Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) foster care and family Christmas  
  program. This programs provides gifts to a child who may otherwise  
  go without. We are inviting members to join us as well.          
 
   If you are interested, donations can be put in the collection plate,   

   mailed, or sent to us electronically if that is how you send in your  
regular offerings. Checks should be made payable to Resurrection Lutheran 
Church. Please mark your donations “LSSI Christmas” in the memo area. The last 
day that we will be collecting will be December 18 so that we can get the funds to 
them in time for Christmas Thank you! 
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PRAY FOR MEMBERS: Barb Z, Sue S, Dolores B, Janet G, Irwin K, Marvin K, 
Dave N, and Donna T.  

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF RLC MEMBERS: Woody H, Billie O, Rocio,  
Marilyn V, Walter M, John M, Mike I, Sharon V, Gary V, Warren, Marina, Luisa,  
Nathan, Ruth, Cyndy W, John B, Feodore, Atour, Billy G, Joyce S, Judy K. Sue 
Koevenig’s nephew Kevin, and niece Alison V, Terry, Stan and Darlene M, Sue  
Flanagan’s son Robert, housekeeping staff at hospitals and nursing homes, the  
homeless, Karen Shumaker’s brother Curtis and cousin Joan, Lynn, Elaine R, Lamone 
C, Russ Sprenger’s daughter Kimberly S, Linda B and Janet Grace’s son-in-law Scott B.    

 
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY: Josiah Gross, Edward Scharlow, Mike 
Brimie, Robert Dilks, and Mike Ignoffo.   
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Poinsettias for Christmas 
 
You are invited to share in decorating the church for  
Christmas by ordering poinsettias for $10.00 each. 
 
If you would like to have plants reserved in your name, 
please complete this form, include payment and drop in the 
offering plate or turn it into the office. The last day to  
order is Sunday, December 11. 
 
You have the opportunity to dedicate your plant in honor or in memory of a loved one.   
Please indicate your wishes below. 
 
Please order_________ Poinsettia (s) 
 
Name_______________________________________ 
 
Phone_______________________________________ 
 
Given in honor/memory of (please circle one):  
 
____________________________________________ 
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