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Serving Our Neighbor: Sharing Our Blessings!
Why?

Maybe it's the heat — or maybe it’s the migraine that I'm dealing with — but as | thought and prayed on what | should write in this
article, | started thinking, “Why do | even bother?’ Last month | encouraged members to come up with ways to show God’s love to
neighbors and share them with me. Not one person responded. This wasn’t the first time in my articles that I've asked people to
come up with ideas or share information with me, or do a simple survey. A quick look through the last seven years shows | do this
two-to-four times every year. So that’s fourteen to twenty-eight times since I've been at RLC. And yet | can count on my hands
(maybe one hand!) the number of times people have responded. Even when | don’t issue a challenge or request, | wonder how
many truly read these articles instead of just skimming over them. | try to write articles that give folks some assistance in growing
in ministry and in faith. | wonder why | even bother when it seems that folks would be satisfied with a happy, fluffy, Joel Osteen-
like message instead.

| understand that many of my encouragements/challenges involve doing a little more work, and many folks at RLC do a lot of
work for the ministry already. | am very thankful for all the hours that members put into the ministry. | also recognize that some are
beginning to feel a little burnt out. We do some incredible ministry for the size that we are. Here’s the thing: If we don’t want the
ministry to die, it has to grow. “Why?” you ask. Because stagnant things die eventually. Don’t freak out: I'm not asking folks to
work harder; I’'m encouraging you to work smarter. Jesus had to do this as well:

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was
about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field. (Luke 10:1-2)

Many people think this passage is about “saving more souls.” | believe Jesus is talking about how to do ministry smarter. Think
about it: He started out the ministry by himself. Realizing that he couldn’t do it on his own, he brought on 12 others to help him. As
the ministry grew quickly, he needed some more help. So he appointed 72 more people to go out...and look for more workers!
“Why?” you ask again. Because Jesus was concerned about people burning out and knew that this was bigger than him.

So now | must ask you the question: Why is RLC so stuck on doing everything by themselves? It's almost as bad as first-time
parents who think they can handle everything on their own with a newborn. God didn’t send us out to burn us out. There are plenty
of people who want to do good (i.e., ministry) but don’t want to come to church. We need to work smarter by inviting those folks to
help us with the ministry. When that happens, maybe you’ll have more energy and excitement to actually respond to the
challenges and requests | put forward in my newsletter articles. Until then, maybe | just need to take a break from writing them.

-Darryl Thompson Powell

Serving our Neighbors by Sharing our Blessings
Council Meeting Highlights: June 9, 2025

As we enter the summer months, let us remember God’s faithfulness and look for new ways to serve one another and our
community. Let’s encourage each other in faith and love! This summer, it’s time for Resurrection to again show our
community some love. Mark 12:31 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, you must
love one another.

Father’s Day: A huge thanks to Barb Miralgio who kindly volunteered to provide Fannie Mae candy bars for the fathers on
Father’ Day.

God's work our hands Sunday: “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday is on September 7,2025. It is an annual day of service
when congregations put their faith into action by serving their local communities. It’s an opportunity for members of all
ages to come together and demonstrate God’s love through acts of kindness and service.

Mosaic Lutheran Church: Everyone is welcome for the Dinner Worship Service at Mosaic every month 3rd Wednesday,
from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. We request your prayers, support, and participation. The church is located at 6740 West North
Avenue Chicago IL, 60707

Next Council Meeting: July 14, 2025, at 6:00 PM.

Submitted by Jan Ramsson,
Council Secretary



Present Ponderings: Going With the Flow- Going with the Spirit
Anything But Ordinary

“The flow” has been described as the natural course of life that includes actions and consequences, and as the energy
of the universe that is present in everything. Things that happen in our lives (positive, negative, or neutral) and how we
respond can affect our flow. For us Christians, “the Spirit” is the energy force Jesus sent us (first to his disciples) to help
us continue living in his ways. This Holy Spirit helps us navigate the flow of human life by continuing Jesus’ mission of
doing God’s will in his physical absence.

If we are paying attention, we're always being instructed and guided by the life and example of Jesus Christ. The long
seasons of Lent and Easter are completed with Pentecost and Holy Trinity Sunday. Now we’re in Ordinary Time where
we continue to follow Jesus, fed by Lent and Easter. In Pentecost and Holy Trinity Sunday, Jesus gives us the Holy Spirit
to guide us through the year. We've been instructed carefully in the Way of Jesus Christ, now it’s time for us to go out
and live that Way. It may be called Ordinary Time, but when you really think about it, it's anything but ordinary.

In Christ,
Lauren Obrzut

Outreach Food4lLife
Food Pantry/Clothing Closet News
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The Food Pantry was open on Memorial Day. We served 19 guests. It was a joy to see how grateful those guests
were because no other food pantry in the area was open on a holiday. A special thank you to all the volunteers who
gave up their holiday to serve those in need.

In the Sunday bulletin we list a food item that the food pantry is in need of. The item changes each month. The item for
July is
side dishes: instant mashed potatoes, noodles, stuffing, etc.

In May, the food pantry served 84 families, which consisted of 190 adults and 58 children. We welcomed 13 new
guests. We received 57 donations from our members, companies and others in May.

We are so grateful to our volunteers. We have 24 volunteers of which 4 are not members of Resurrection. Our
volunteers gave 217 hours of their time working very hard to make this ministry successful.

Thanks be to God!
Financial Summary

May 2025
May Year to Date
Income: $8,109.81 $42.019.34
Expenses: ($13.084.06)  ($62,306.57)

Income Shortfall: ($4,974.25) ($20,287.23)

M&ly results show a gain in our investments of $283.89. Envelope income was under budget by ($5,149.42) for the month
& under budget ($20,340.08) for the year. Expenses were over budget by 173.73 for the month & under budget by
($2,245.10) for the year. Our cash position as of 5/31/25 is $102,371.72 in total cash assets, spread across our Money
Market Fund, CD and Checking Account. Our envelope giving year to date is well under budget, but we have 7 more
months to make up for the shortfall. Year to date we have taken $20,000.00 out of the Money Market fund. Continue to
watch for ways to give to our ministries!

God Bless. Be Health and Safe.
Wayne Molley, Treasurer



SAVE THE DATE!
4TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY BBQ
SATURDAY, AUG 2, 12-3 PM

Can you believe this is our fourth BBQ? Let’s make it the best one yet! Invite your friends and family to come out and enjoy food,
fellowship, and fun!

Church Calendar

July 8 Finance Meeting 6:30 pm
July 14 Council Meeting 6:00 pm
July 15 Bingo 6:30 pm
July 27 Fellowship Hour 11:00 am
Mondays Food Pantry/Clothing Closet 12:00 pm — 3:00 pm
Wednesdays  Bible Study 2:00 pm
Midweek Service 1:00 pm
Thursdays Al-Anon Meetings 7:30 pm

Friend’ us or ‘Like’ us at Resurrection Lutheran Church.

In an Emergency
If you have an emergency outside office hours, you may reach Pastor Darryl at 847-616-0537.




