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Serving Our Neighbor Sharing Our Blessings!

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation... (2 Corinthians 5:17-18)

Since 2013, thousands of ELCA congregations have participated in “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Day
(GWOH), a dedicated day of service. Churches gather to serve communities in ways that share the love of
God with all of God’s people. Over the years, the event has become an anticipated way to be “church
together” and “church for the sake of the world.” Some congregations prepare and delivers meals to
people who are homeless, clean parks and beaches, or write thank-you notes to emergency responders.
Whatever it may be, these service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic
convictions as Lutherans: Christ has freed us from sin and death, even from ourselves, so that we can live
as ministers of reconciliation in loving and generous service of our neighbors. All of life in Jesus Christ —
every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life — flows freely from a living, daring
confidence in God'’s grace.

“God’s work. Our hands.” Day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) — one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. It also
fits in perfectly with Resurrection’s mission statement. RLC is participating this year with Acacia Park,
United in Faith, and Shepherd’s Heart Lutheran Churches on Saturday, Sept 6 from 10 am-noon. During
that time, we will make no-sew blankets for Phil’s Friends, a non-profit group that provides comfort items
for cancer patients (www.philsfriends.org). The event takes place at Acacia Park Lutheran Church (4307
Oriole Ave, Norridge). The building is accessible for those with mobility limitations. Let Sue Lambert or
Lauren Obrzut know if you'd like to participate.

Members of RLC work in different ways every day to make our community a better place. GWOH Day
let’s us do this work together with Lutherans all over the country. For more information on GWOH Day,
visit elca.org/dayofservice.

-Darryl Thompson Powell

Serving our Neighbors by Sharing our Blessing Council Meeting Highlights: August 11, 2025

The Bible scripture for this month is Luke 12:32 (“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give
you the kingdom.”). Pastor Darryl called it “Fear Factor,” centering on how Jesus reassures his followers that fear should
not control them because God has already promised His kingdom.

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Acacia Park Blanket Project for Phil’s Friends.” Saturday September 6, 2025. This year
RLC will be partnering with Acacia Park Church and Phil’s Friends, an organization that brings hope and encouragement
to cancer patients of all ages, by making cozy fleece tie blankets and cards. All are welcome to join this worthy cause.

Bingo Night Tuesday, September 16, 2025: Doors Open 6:30 PM. Bingo starts at 7:00 PM. Join us for an evening of fun,
fellowship, and friendly competition! Whether you’re a bingo regular or new to the game, everyone is welcome. There
will be light refreshments and prizes. Bring your family and friends—see you there.

Community Barbecue: The event was very well received, with strong positive feedback. Attendance was estimated at
around 100 people. People expressed that it was a wonderful day and ran smoothly without issues. The overall



impression was that the barbecue was a successful community gathering that left participants and organizers pleased.
Thanks to all the volunteers who donated their time to the barbecue.

There will be no Council Meeting in September. Next Council Meeting: October 6, 2025, at 6:00 pm. Adjournment
with the Lord’s Prayer

Submitted by Jan Ramsson, Council Secretary

Judge Not, But Discern Instead

At Bible study a few weeks ago, we had a discussion around judging others. Some of us admitted that we were
judgmental and were working on not doing that, but it’s difficult. It does seem hard not to judge others, even when we
love them. Maybe it’s the way they dress or their behavior that causes us to judge them as somehow undesirable.
Perhaps it's their views on life, religion, or politics that we don’t like and that they should be more like us. But we
know that Jesus tells us in Matthew 7:1-2, “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge
others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” I like The Message translation:
“Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults—unless, of course, you want the same treatment.”
Ouch!

We do, however, need to make decisions around what we want and what we don’t want, between what we like and
don’t like, and what we’ll accept and not accept. That’s where discernment comes in. Judging is critical, and often
focused on evaluating the actions, character, or worth of others. It’s usually outward focused. Discerning is a process
of careful observation and understanding that hopefully leads to an informed and compassionate response.

Discerning is open to other perspectives and new information. It is more inward focused. While both judging and
discerning involve evaluation, discerning doesn’t blame others for their actions, expecting them to fit into our
worldview. We understand that there are a lot of ways to exist and be in the world. And no one usually likes to be told
they should or shouldn’t be doing something. I know I don't. I think that the way I move about is just fine. It's gotten
me this far with no trouble. Do you feel similarly?

Of course, that doesn’t mean we have to agree with how others behave. What’s important is our response. Jesus loved
everyone, even when he disagreed with them. He sure had some choice words for the Pharisees around justice, but he
didn’t push them away. He dined at their homes. He taught in the synagogue. He said to the people in Matthew 23
about them, “The religion scholars and Pharisees are competent teachers in God’s Law. You won’t go wrong in
following their teachings on Moses. But be careful about following them. They talk a good line, but they don’t live it.
They don'’t take it into their hearts and live it out in their behavior. Jesus knew they were educated, but they didn’t live
what they taught. That wasn’t judgement on his part, but discernment based on observing them and realizing their
actions didn’t align with God’s love for humanity. “You won’t go wrong in following their teachings on Moses. But be
careful about following them.” Put another way, take what you like and leave the rest. Or live and let live. After all,
surely there are those who disagree with our way of being and are silently judging us!

And that’s where grace comes in- the acceptance and goodwill toward others regardless of their worth. We're all in
this together, this one life we’ve been given. Why waste it with judgement?

In Christ,
Lauren Obrzut




Outreach Food4lLife
Food Pantry/Clothing Closet News

wa - Food
Pantry

We take pride in bringing food and hope to our neighbors in need.

In the Sunday bulletin we list a food item that the food pantry needs. The item changes each month. The item for
August was mac and cheese. The items for September will be salt, pepper and condiments.

In July the food pantry served 113 families, which consisted of 248 adults and 76 children. We welcomed 13 new
guests.

We received 66 donations from members, neighbors, companies and another food pantry.

We are so grateful to our volunteers. We have 26 volunteers of which 5 are not members of Resurrection. Our
volunteers gave us 269 hours of their time working very hard to make this ministry successful. Everyone is invited
to stop in on a Monday morning to see hard our volunteer’s work.
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Church Calendar
September 6 God’s Work Our Hands  10:00 am

September 9 Finance Meeting 6:30 pm
September 16 Bingo 6:30 pm
September 17 Outreach Meeting 3:30 pm
September 28 Fellowship Hour 11:00 am
Mondays Food Pantry/Clothing Closet

12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Wednesdays  Bible Study 2:00 pm
Thursdays Al-Anon Meetings 6:30 pm

Friend’ us or ‘Like’ us at Resurrection Lutheran Church.

In an Emergency
If you have an emergency outside office hours, you may reach Pastor Darryl at 847-616-0537.

Slappy
Labor Day!




