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Serving Our Neighbors by Sharing Our Blessings! 
 

16 They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 
18 As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. (John 17:16-17) 

As I was driving home from church recently, I went to make the left turn (on the green arrow!) from York to Irving 
Park. An SUV coming from the opposite direction didn’t stop for the red light and turned in front of me. I was never in 
danger, but I did have to break. I didn’t do that until I was right behind SUV, close enough to let them know I had the 
right-of-way (yet still safe). They moved out of my lane (cutting off another car) and I passed them. As I looked in the 
side mirror, I saw the person give me the finger. They ran a red light, they cut me off, and they give me the finger?! I 
was starting to get angry. So I stuck my hand out the window…and waved at them. The shocked look on the person’s 
face was priceless! 

Jesus prayed to God for us, saying we don’t belong to the world and still he is sending us into the world. We’ve 
often paraphrased that by saying Christians are “in, but not of.” On that drive home, that was something I needed to 
remember. It would have been easy for me to act “of the world” and flip them the bird. It’s probably what the other 
driver expected. I could have also “kept my mouth shut” and not respond. Instead, I surprised them by giving a friendly 
wave. (If I could have done it backwards, I would have made the sign of the cross). 

We – as individuals and the Church – walk a fine line. Because we are in the world, we must live by the rules. That 
means as individuals we obey the laws and work to make money. As a church, we follow governmental guidelines, 
pay taxes and bills (yes, the church does pay some taxes). In both, we strive to be fiscally responsible (otherwise we 
would be homeless). Because we are not of this world, we sometimes respond to these things in ways that are 
contrary to what the world expects because it is the “Christian” thing to do. We can’t remove ourselves from the world, 
yet we can’t allow the world to dictate how we approach life. When the world (including politicians) speaks in hateful, 
violent, or degrading terms, we are called to respond as Jesus would. We don’t remain silent but respond in love, 
calling for justice while reminding people how God expects us to behave as those who are of God and not of the 
world. 

   -Darryl Thompson Powell 
P.S. – Congratulations to Bishop Curry who was elected to serve as the next Presiding Bishop of the ELCA. This 

means that starting in October, he will no longer be our bishop but bishop to the whole ELCA. 
Serving our Neighbors by Sharing our Blessings 

 Council Meeting Highlights: July 14, 2025   
 

As we enter the summer months, let us remember God’s faithfulness and look for new ways to serve one another and our 

community. Let’s encourage each other in faith and love! This summer, it’s time for Resurrection to again show our 

community some love. 

 

August 2 – Community Barbecue: Don’t miss our annual community barbecue on August 2! Enjoy great food and 

fellowship—everyone is welcome.  
 

August 3 – Lessons & Laughter Service: On Sunday, August 3, we’ll hold a special “Lessons & Laughter” worship service, 

much like the one we enjoyed last December. This joyful and unique service will feature readings and music specially 

prepared by Henrietta and Wayne. Look for more information at the barbecue, and feel free to invite friends and family to 

both events!  
 

Bingo Night Tuesday, August 19, 2025: Doors Open 6:30 PM. Bingo Starts: 7:00 PM Join us for an evening of fun, 

fellowship, and friendly competition! Whether you’re a bingo regular or new to the game, everyone is welcome. There will 

be light refreshments and prizes. Bring your family and friends—see you there!  
 



Newsletter Article While Pastor is Away: Pastor Darry will write the September newsletter article but not October. 

October’s newsletter article topic is open, possibly focusing on ministry work. Volunteers will be needed to write the 

October newsletter article.  

God's work our hands Sunday: “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday is on September 7,2025. It is an annual day of service 

when congregations put their faith into action by serving their local communities. It’s an opportunity for members of all 

ages to come together and demonstrate God’s love through acts of kindness and service. More details will follow.  
 

Mosaic Lutheran Church: Everyone is welcome for the Dinner Worship Service at Mosaic every month 3rd Wednesday, 

from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. We request your prayers, support, and participation. The church is located at 6740 West North 

Avenue Chicago IL, 60707 
 

Next Council Meeting: August 11, 2025 - 6:00 PM.  

 

Submitted by Jan Ramsson,  

Council Secretary 
______________________________________________________ 

 

Present Ponderings: “Have to” vs “Get to” 
 

     Sometimes I get myself caught up in all the tasks that are set before me. Some are pretty easy, like drinking my 
morning cup of coffee, and some are more rigorous like cleaning the bathroom. There is a mindset that I’ve been 
thinking about lately: have to vs get to. Have to seems like it’s a chore. Get to seems like a privilege. Sometimes I wake up 
in the morning and don’t really want to get out of bed, but then I remember, I get to have coffee. That’s all the 
motivation I need to throw back the covers and bounce out of bed. I admit that I don’t have that motivation around 
cleaning the bathroom. It’s more of a “ugh, I have to clean the bathroom.” 
 
Of course, when it’s all done and I’m admiring the shiny tile and sparkling mirrors, it pays off. “A job well done and the 
right thing to do to keep us healthy,” I think to myself. 
 

     Did Jesus have to fulfill the mission his Father set before him? Since he was the son of humans and given free will, I 
suppose he could’ve taken a pass on standing up for what’s right, setting the oppressed free, healing the sick, and 
teaching God’s Word. But as the son of God, he knew he got to do those things and more. He got to do God’s will even 
though it cost him everything because Jesus knew it was the right thing to do. I wonder if he ever thought, “Ugh, I have 
to heal this broken person,” and instead thought “Wow, I get to heal this broken person, I get to teach my Father’s 
Word.”  
 

     Somehow that small switch from I have to to I get to makes a huge difference in how we face whatever may be set 
before us.  

 

In Christ,  
Lauren Obrzut 

____________________________________ 
 

Outreach Food4Life 
Food Pantry/Clothing Closet News 

 
 
 

We take pride in bringing food and hope to our neighbors in need.     
 

In the Sunday bulletin we list a food item that the food pantry needs. The item changes each month. The item for August is 
macaroni and cheese.  
In June the food pantry served 114 families, which consisted of 257 adults and 96 children.  We welcomed 11 new guests. There 
were 5 Mondays in June. 
 

We received 51 donations from our members, companies and others in June.           
   
We are so grateful to our volunteers. We have 25 volunteers of which 4 are not members of Resurrection.  Our volunteers gave 
278 hours of their time working very hard to make this ministry successful. Thanks be to God! 
___________________________________ 



 

Financial Summary 

 June 2025 
  

                                June         Year to Date 

Income:                    $7,398.52       $49,417.86 
Expenses:             ($11,543.00)     ($73,843.52) 
Income Shortfall:   ($4,144.48)     ($24,425.66)         
 

June results show a gain in our investments of $282.45. Envelope income was under budget by ($4,279.42) for the month 

& under budget ($24,619.50) for the year.  Expenses were under budget by ($1,367.33) for the month & under budget by 
($3,618.48) for the year.  Our cash position as of 6/30/25 is $97,533.90 in total cash assets, spread across our Money Market 
Fund, CD and Checking Account. Year to date we have taken $25,000.00 out of the Money Market fund. So far, we have 
made $455.00 on three nights of Bingo. Our envelope income, given year to date, is well under budget, but we have 6 more 
months to make up for the shortfall. If you are behind in your giving this would be a great time to catch up. Continue to 
watch for ways to give to our ministries!  
 

God Bless. Be Health and Safe.  

Wayne Molley, Treasurer  
   

 
   

Church Calendar  
August 5           Finance Meeting                      6:30 pm 
August 6           Outreach Meeting                    3:30 pm 
August 11         Council Meeting                       6:00 pm 
August 19         Bingo                                      6:30 pm 
August 31         Fellowship Hour                   11:00 am 

Mondays           Food Pantry/Clothing Closet       

                                                     12:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Wednesdays      Bible Study                           2:00 pm  

                           Midweek Service                  1:00 pm  

Thursdays          Al-Anon Meetings                 7:30 pm                                _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 ‘Friend’ us or ‘Like’ us at Resurrection Lutheran Church.  
 

 

In an Emergency 
If you have an emergency outside office hours, you may reach Pastor Darryl at 847-616-0537. 

 

    

    

            4th Annual Community BBQ in the Books! 
 

Thanks to all who came out to help and participate in the BBQ on Aug 2. We enjoyed good music, grilled hamburgers and hot 
dogs, played Bingo, and had a few raffles. Thanks to Culver’s for providing us with scoops of frozen custard and Food4Less for 
donating a $50 gift card for menu items. It’s always so nice when we gather with the community around fellowship, food, and fun! 
Thanks be to God! 
 


