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Serving Our Neighbor: Sharing Our Blessings!
Summer of Love (Part 2)

Most of you reading this remember the Summer of Love in 1967. For those (like me) who don't, it was the summer where about
100,000 people (mostly young adults) converged on the Haight-Ashbury neighborhood of San Francisco. Most of them were
wearing “hippie” fashion and promoting behaviors that were then considered “anti-military” and “anti-government.” It really wasn’t
“anti” anything. The Summer of Love promoted just that: love. Love for your neighbors, including your neighbor in Vietnam. Love
for the soldier serving by bringing them back home to their families. Love for those who saw or experienced life in a different way.
Love for the simpler things in life that didn’t require lots of money. Love for experiencing life and other people in a new way. We
need another summer of love.

Our country continues to become more and more divided, resulting in hateful or dehumanizing language being used against
those who don’t agree with us. People who do not fall into the mainline, protestant, middle class and white definition of “normal”
are being pushed away or simply ignored. As | write this, a tempers are rising in Northbrook over a sign supporting migrants which
includes a blue triangle. Some claim it's antisemitic, saying that the image is a Nazi symbol. Yet nobody claimed that when the
LGBTQ+ community adopted a pink triangle for similar reasons (more info at https://witnessattheborder.org/bluetrianglesolidarity).
We need another summer of love.

When asked by a teacher of the law what the most important commandment was, Jesus also gave the second most important:
“Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31 NIV). Jesus also said to his disciples, “Let me give you a new command: Love one
another. In the same way | loved you, you love one another” (John 13:34 MSG). As followers of Jesus, we are commanded to love
one another, to love our neighbors. Not love those who are nice to us or look like us or think like us. Love one another. Love our
neighbors. Love the church member who gets on your last nerve. Love the politician who treats others with disrespect. Love the
Black lives that continue being profiled and killed on the streets. Love the police officers who risk their lives to face so much
trouble each day. Love the immigrants who enter the country illegally looking for a better life. Love the ICE agents who arrest and
deport those immigrants. Love the Palestinians who are dying of hunger in Gaza. Love the Israeli government that bomb them and
blocks humanitarian aide. Love the homeless. Love the rich. Love the criminals. Love the victims. Love everybody.

This summer, it's time for Resurrection to again show Franklin Park and Leyden Township some love. I'm re-issuing this
challenge to you: come up with a way that we — as a congregation — can show some love to our neighbors. Not how we can get
more people in church; how we can let the community know that we love them as they are and where they are at. When you have
an idea, share it with me or Lauren (council president). We’ll look at doing every reasonable suggestion this summer (as long as
you are willing to do it with us). Hopefully, by the fall, people will talk about 2025 as being another wonderful summer of love. -
Darryl Thompson Powell

Serving our Neighbors by Sharing our Blessing Council Meeting Highlights May 12, 2025

Today's Daily Prayer: Lord, thank You for this day. I ask that You guide would my path today and, more
specifically, my thoughts, words and actions. Please be with me throughout the day and help me navigate
whatever comes my way. Most importantly, help me to reflect and live out my life in a way that is honoring to
You. Amen.

Father’s Day: Barb Miralgio has kindly volunteered to provide the candy bar for Father’s Day.

Bingo Update: We continued to move forward with Bingo. We had our first official Bingo Night on May 20,
2025. A big huge thank you to everyone who helped to make our first bingo night very successful.

Ministry Structure-Alan: Work in Process. Vision and Mission will have a new purpose, the oversight of all RLC
ministries and the coordination of all event planning.

Next Council Meeting: June 9,2025, 6:00 PM. We ended with our Mission Statement and the Lord's Prayer

Submitted by Jan Ramsson,
Council Secretary



Outreach Food4lLife
Food Pantry/Clothing Closet News
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In the Sunday bulletin we list a food item that the food pantry needs. The item changes each month. The item for June
is canned fruit. If you don’t attend church, you can find the bulletin on the website to see if there is something you
would like to donate. All items are greatly appreciated!

In April the food pantry served 101 families, which consisted of 212 adults and 80 children. We welcomed 8 new
guests.

We received 55 donations from our members, companies and others in April.
We continue to invite our guests to pray with us.

We are so grateful to our volunteers. We have 24 volunteers of which 4 are not members of Resurrection. Our
volunteers gave 152 hours of their time working very hard to make this ministry successful.

The Outreach committee is working on the description and goals of the committee per the request of council.
We are still in need of additional people to pick up donations from Costco on Sunday morning.
Thanks be to God!

Present Ponderings:
What Is Our Season to Do?

In Ecclesiastes 3, the author states that there is a time to do all things during our lives: a time to be born and a time to
die, a time to plant and a time to harvest, a time to cry and a time to laugh, a time to search and a time to count your
losses, and so on. For every action to do, there is an opposing action and neither one is better than the other, it’s simply
its time.

It makes me wonder what is my season to do? And what is our season to do here at RLC? These are things that I
ponder before 'm about to start a new thing. Do we have the time, resources, and energy? Do I have the time, resources,
and energy? Will it be successful? What if it doesn’t work? And on and on I go, wondering, worrying, and pondering,
going around and round.

And then I remember what continues in Ecclesiastes 3: “But in the end, does it really make a difference what anyone
does? God’s left us in the dark, so we can never know what God is up to, whether he’s coming or going. I've decided that
there’s nothing better to do than go ahead and have a good time and get the most we can out of life. I've also concluded
that whatever God does, that’s the way it’s going to be, always. No addition, no subtraction. God’s done it and that’s it.”
And so I receive my answer: I'm going to do what I do for the glory of God and God’s going to do what God does because
God is God.

As long as there is life in me and in RLC, we're going to continue on until it’s time to let go.

In Christ, Lauren Obrzut

BINGO! We did it!
RLC’s first monthly Bingo Night was fun and exciting for everyone involved. There were 22 members, friends, and
folks from the community who came out and played in addition to the volunteers that made it happen. Overall, it was
an energizing and encouraging experience and we are looking forward to next month. Please come out and be sure to
invite your friends for an enjoyable weeknight of fun and prizes on the third Tuesday of each month! Doors open at
6:30 and games begin at 7PM!




Financial Summary

April 2025
April Year to Date
Income: $9,100.17  $33,908.65
Expenses: ($11,731.32) ($49.221.63)

Income Shortfall: ($2,631.15) ($15,312.98)

./'4]91" 1( results show a gain in our investments of $307.99. Envelope income was under budget by ($2,733.30) for the

month & under budget ($15,191.55) for the year. Expenses were under budget by ($1,179.01) for the month & under budget
by ($2,419.70) for the year. Our cash position as of 4/30/25 is $108,248.69 in total cash assets, spread across our Money
Market Fund, CD and Checking Account. Our envelope giving year to date is well under budget, but we have 8 more
months to make up for the shortfall. Year to date we took $10,000.00 out of the Money Market fund. Continue to watch for
ways to give to our ministries!

God Bless. Be Health and Safe.
Wayne Molley, Treasurer

Church Calendar

June 4 Outreach Meeting 3:30 pm
June 7 Food 4 Less Food Drive  12:00 pm
June 7 BBQ Meeting 4:00 pm
June 9 Council Meeting 6:00 pm
June 10 Finance Meeting 6:30 pm
June 17 Bingo 6:30 pm
June 29 Fellowship Hour 11:00 am
Mondays Food Pantry/Clothing Closet 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Wednesdays  Bible Study 2:00 pm
Midweek Service 1:00 pm
Thursdays Al-Anon Meetings 7:30 pm

Friend’ us or ‘Like’ us at Resurrection Lutheran Church.

In an Emergency
If you have an emergency outside office hours, you may reach Pastor Darryl at 847-616-0537.

FATHER'S DAY




